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TI ud babe I ken up 

my pen to apologize for a 
filence as painful to my heart, as 1 
am convinced it muſt be to that of 
m iable friend ; but have as often 
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been conſtrained to lay it-down, from 
an inability to enter on the mournful 
detail with that compoſure which is 
neceſſary to give her a true idea of 
my unhappineſs, and ſpeak the fad! - 
ſad change! which a few ſhort 
months have produced in the oh 
tunes of her Clara. 


How tranſient! how fleeting ! is 
mundane felicity ! When we reflect 
upon the inſtability of all human en- 
joyments, who, my Gertrude, ſhall 
preſume to vaunt themſelves on thoſe 
empty profeſſions, which a ſingle 
breeze from the deſtroying breath of 
adverſity may blow away ? who ac- 
cqunt themſelves bleſt, but they who 

poſſeſs thoſe mental treaſures, of 
which, neither the frowns of fate, 
or the malignancy of a cruel world 

Lan poſſibly deprive them? 
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The theory of philoſophy is what 


every one 18 acquainted with; the 


practice of it, what fey are equal 
to; yet thouſands make it their boaſt, 
whoſe fortitude probably might not 
ſtand the teſt; were they deſtined 
a trial of its exertion; but if any 


degree of felicity under Heaven is 


enviable, it ſurely is that of thoſe . 
few diſtinguiſhed beings, who poſſeſs 
that genuine philoſophy of ſoul 


"—_— teaches them 


= firmly to ſupport.” 


is a h e ſcience, aa one, in 
which I fear perfection is very rare 
attained, till after a long acquaint- 
ance with ſorrow); for though it is 
eaſy ta be content when we have 
every reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 
diſpen ſations of Providence, it re- 
quires. ſumewhat more than human 


1 1 reſo>. 
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reſolu tion to meet affliction with that 
equality of temper which diſtin- 
guiſhed us in our happier days. 


A novicein the ſchool of adverſity, 
J confeſs I have yet to learn thoſe 
approved virtues which ſo highly 
adorn the mind; I cannot forget 
- that I was once happy, or ceaſe to 

lament that I am leſs ſo; yet had 
the misfortune I regret been ſent 
from Heaven, inſtead of man, I think 
I ſhould be more reſigned, and bear 
this ſudden tranfition from wealth 
to indigence with greater magnani- 
Alas! whither. does my fſorrow. 
lead me? preſumptueus girl] is not 
the finger of God in every thing? 
and though man is permitted to be 
tke inſtrument—our | happineſs: or 
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our miſery flows: alike from the ſame 
omnipotent ſource,. nor can we ſhed 
one tear of regret, which is not ob- 
ferved by that all- ſeeinig eye, whoſe: 
nn hone ſhall dare arraign. 


Be enki tha my. 1 fout, | 
a on the. great: diſpoſer of events 
reſt all thy hopes—to him hourly 
Jupplicate for that Heaven - born ſere- 
nity, which helps us to repel the 
ſhafts of adverſe fate, and while re- 
pining at the bleſſings thou haſt loſt, 
be not forgetful, be not ungrateful 
for thoſe * haſt left. | | 


Ah! its 1 not yet -many ? 
an affectionate parent — a ſincere 
friend — a heart unconſcious of 
guilt—of .theſe, I truſt, not even 
the rougheſt blaſts of adverſity can 
deprive me; for the ſincerity of my 
B 3 Ger- 
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Gertrude has been too long approv- 
ed for me to ſuſpect, that any change 
of fortune can produce a diminution 
of her friendſhip—-No, I will not 
wound her generous heart by the un- 
kind ſuggeſtion, or think even for a 
moment, that the diſtance my in- 
conſtant ſtars have placed between us, 
can the leaſt affect her eſteem ; ſhe 
vill not bluſh to acknowledge the poor 
diſpoſſeſſed Clara, labouring to ſup- 
port a beloved father, independent of 
his enemies, more than the would the 
heireſs of the opulent Villeroy tis 
groveling minds alone make thoſe diſ- 
tinctions, and a mean or unfeeling ſen- 
timent never yet found admittance in a 
breaſt that is the abode of every virtue. 


Ves, my friend, it is indeed true, 
that all which now remains of our 
former ſplendour, is inſufficient to 


4X. pro- 
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procure ws the conveniences of life, 
much leſs thoſe elegancies to which 
we have been accuſtomed. 


I would tell you all, but my 
thoughts are {6 confuſed, my mind 
ſuch a chaos of unconnected ideas, 
that I fear I am hardly equal to the 
talk. Ah! has not fame (which 
_ conveys ill news on eagles pinions, 
while good halt at every ſtage) 
long ere this wafted to England the 
tale of our undoing ? doubtleſs it has; 
and pained by the vague intelligence 
you are this moment dreading its 
confirmation, or cheered by thoſe 
ſoothing rays of hope which ſome- 
times accompanies incertitude, de- 
termined to doubt. its authenticity, 
and hourly anticipate a letter that 
may reſtore to your ſy mpathizing 
heart Its wonted peace. 


B 4 Bot 
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Blut alas! ſuch an one the fates 
have neither ordained me to write, 
or you to read; injuſtice and fraud 
have triumphed. 


My unhappy parent truſting ſole- 
ly to equity, while his opponents 
made uſe of more ſubſtantial argu- 
ment, had little to expect from a 
world that is ſwayed by intereſt 
the event proved the ſuperiority of 
the latter, and he loſt the cauſe 
with coſts of fuit, which from his 
ſanguine notions of ſucceſs, he had 
ſuffered to be carried to ſuch exceſ⸗ 
ſive lengths, that when given againſf 
him, he ſaw himſelf reduced to the | 
_ confiſcation of his laſt remaining: 
livre. | RE 


Thu hus ſunk the whole fabrick of 
our wealth, even the produce of the 
rich 
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rich Furtiiture: of our elegant Cha- 


teau au Bois de B-—; and that of 


a ſmall houſe at Paris which boaſted 


no luxuries (for diſliking the buſtle 


of a city, my father never reſided 
there but when buſineſs particularly 
required his preſence) was the only 
poſſeſſion. left. whe we could call 


Our OWN, 


. a graſping at a ſhadow, he could 


not retain, the unfortunate Villeroy 
loſt the ſubſtance ; for had he quiet- 
ly yielded his eſtate when the frau- 
dulent diſputant. firſt attempted to 


_ overthrow. the wall of the donor, 


they probably. would have been con- 
tent without endeavouring to reco- 
ver the emolument ſo many years 
back enjoyed by us but oppoſition 
excited their revenge, and from the 
farſt- moment in Which they found 
B 5 him 
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him determined to defend the ſuit, 
they reſolved to purſue it till his 
ruin was effected; for to humble 
him, became as much their! incentive 
as intereſt. — 1 | 


But unleſs equity was on their 
fide you will naturally aſk how did 
they overcome? Thoſe only, my 
Gertrude, who are better acquaint- 
ed with the chicanery and knotty 
points of the law, than I am, can 
properly reſolve that queſtion. From 
the moſt perfect knowledge of the 
worthy heart whom no advantage 
could influence to be guilty of a falſe- 
hood, I alone draw my conclufions; as 
for him, whoſe nice ſenſe of honour 
would never even permit him to 
foften his counfel, by theufual emo- 
lients on thoſe occaſions, when his 
all depended on their fuccefs, it" is 

. 
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eaſy to believe he had made uſe of no 
ſiniſter means to obtain the poſſeſſion 
of the diſputed property ; the prin- 
ciples of a good man can no better 
diſplay themſelves, than by his life 
and diſtribution of his wealth ; that 
which is gained by fraud, is general- 
ly diſſipated by vice; tis a corrupt 
ſtream that, however liberal it flows, 
ſheds no bleſſings on the participator; 
and even the charities it diſpenſes, 
loſe their uſual virtues, nor can 
prove a ſufficient veil for the diſho- 
neſty they are intended to conceal. 


On the contrary, how acceptable 
to Heaven! how productive of hap- 
pinefs to the receiver, is the benefac- 
tions of the upright ſoul ! his mite is 
more effective relief to the diſtreſſed, 
than the moſt ſplendid gifts of guilt; 
for n bleſſings of virtue goes along 

B 6 | with 
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with it, and no lurking ſeeds of diſ- 
honour deprive it of its worth; it 13 
not a plant of oſtentation that re- 
ceives its nouriſhment from hopes 
of worldly praife, but an exotic of 
purer growth, nurtured by the di- 
vine dew of benevolence, and aſpir- 
ing to God only for approbation. 


* many dropping 5 has 
the ill fated Villeroy cheered, - | who! 
never knew to whom they were in⸗ 
debted ? alas! who will now cheer - 


his? even that power, I truſt, to © 


whom he has proved himſelf a faith- 
ful ſteward ; for never ſurely can it 
be deſigned by Providence, that a 
virtuous man ſhould ſuffer thoſe va- 
rious ills, which to relieve in others 
formed his greateſt joy; a callous 
mind would juſtly merit ſuch afflic- 
tion; 5 but ſhall he We the 

3 VVV 
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eruel pangs of want, whoſe daily 


pleaſure was to feed the hungry and 
cloath the naked! 


“ Teach ignorance to ſee and grief to ſmile!“ 


forbid it gracious Heaven ! andgrant 
to his ſupplicating child the power 
to ſooth his deſponding mind; enable 
him to fupport with fortitude thoſe 

evils which are irremediable, and how 
to avoid the future, by every virtu- 
ous effort in her power. 


I believe, my friend, you have 
often heard me mention thoſe ' par- 
ticulars of my father's life, which 
led to the attainment of - thoſe im- 
menſe poſſeſſions of which the cruel 
hand of fraud has now deprived him; 
leſt you ſhould have forgot, in my 
next I will repeat them, as from that 
you may judge whether any one could 

idm! in 
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in equity believe themſelves better 


entitled to them though the acts 
of villany and a biaſed counſel has 


given it in their favour. 


But as I have now been ſome time 
abſent from him, whoſe only ſolace 
is the fociety of his daughter, I muſt 
for the preſent throw aſide my pen 
till the hour in which he retires— 
would I could ſay to reſt ! but that 
alas! will, I fear, long be an alien 
to his pillow—till then it muſt be 
equally a ſtranger to mine; for to 
behold the moſt indulgent of parents 
hourly finking under the weight of 
his afflictions, is a fight which har- 
rows up my ſoul, as it threatens a 
loſs ſtill more inſupportable than 
that of wealth, and leaves me de- 
void of every ſatis factory reflection 


but that of ſtill living in the re- 
membrance 
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membrance and friendſhip of Lady 
Gertrude Spencer, to whom it will 
ever conſtitute the ſecondary hap- 
pineſs of my life, to ſubſcribe my- 


ſelf, | 
her unalterably devoted 


though unhappy 


CLARA, 


Ir. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


BELL from the neighbouring; 
convent has juſt. chimed the. 
dreary hour of twelve. My two laſt 
have been employed in ſending to 
my father; for it is the only amuſe- 
ment which can the leaſt detach his- 
thoughts from thoſe melancholy 
reflections, that, if indulged, will, F 
fear, open for him an early grave; 
to divert them from the deſtroying 
ſubject is, you may believe, my friend, 
the firſt ſatis faction of your Clara's- 
heart. 


He 
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Hx is Juſt ſunk into a gentle ſleep 
may it be long; may it be re- 
freſhing; for much does he ſtand in 
need of that repoſe which inceſſant 
grief drives far from his wearied eye- 
lids, Late as it is, I find no inclination 
to ſink into the ſame-oblivion, ſhall 
therefore continue to converſe with 
my Gertrude, - till Morpheus deigns 
to ſhed on mine his poppies,—and 
embrace this calm hour of filence, 
to. fulfil my morning promiſe. 


My father is the younger and now 
only ſurviving branch of a numerous 

family, born to more hereditary ho- 
nour than wealth moſt of whom, 
from the unthinking prodigality of 
their parents, (who, unwilling to dif- 
grace their noble anceſtry, lived far 
beyond their income) were conſtrain- 
ed to acquire their fortunes by their 
| merit; 
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merit; and entering early into the 
ſervice of their country, very ſoon 
loſt their lives in its defence. 


There are but four paths open to 
thoſe whoſe birth fets them above the 
ordinary occupations: of life the 
church, the bar, the navy, and the 
army ; the former was moſt adapted 
to my father's diſpoſition, but 111 
adapted to the reduced finances of his 
parents, who lived too expenſively 
to leave themſelves the power of diſ- 
burſing much in the education of 
their offspring; he therefore choſe 
the latter, as likely to be productive 
of feweſt inconveniencies to them; 
and thinking preferment more cer- 
tain (as merit alone ſeldom makes 
fuch rapid progreſs in the pulpit as 
the field) and even though he might 
never gain advancement in the army, 


of 
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of the two he judged it leſs humi- 
liating to be a ſubaltern officer, than 
a poor curate. 


At fixteen they preſented him 
with a commiſfion in the ſame corps 
in which two of his brothers had 
before ſerved—had before fallen! the 
reflection freezes my heart; ſurely, 
my dear, they could not poſſeſs that 
tender affection which attaches moſt 
parents to their children ! how difs 
ferent thoſe of mine to me. . It puts 
me in mind of a ludicrous ſtory in 
my grammar, where a man begs a 
ſlip of the tree, on which the wife of 
his friend had hanged herſelf, that 
it might thrive as proſperouſly with 
his. üg ; 

What were my grandfires ſenti- 


ments I know not, but it is evident to 
me 
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me they could not be very paternal ; 
or the moſt flattering proſpects of 
promotion could not have induced 


him to venture a third ſon in a path, 
ſo fatal to his —_— 


But to ber Wü and 
purſue the thread of my ſtory, it will 

be proper to tell you then; the regi- 
ment of my father being ſoon aſter 
ordered abroad, he left his native 
eountry, which he has never ſince re- 
viſited; for in a few years death 
having diffolved all thoſe ties of con · 
ſanguinity, which attach mankind 
to particular elimes, (and having no 
inheritance but his ſword) he found 
kimſelf as much at home in one 

quarter of the globe as another; and 
directed all his attention to the pur- 
ſuit ol thoſe bard earned laurels,. 
63 Ml : which 
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which are too often a foldier's ſole 
reward. - 1 58 


He had ſeveral opportunities of 
ſignalizing his valour before he was 
twenty-ſeven, 'yet made but ſmall 
advancement towards a poſt of ho- 
nour, while thoſe who had leſs me- 
rit and greater connexions, gained it 
by haſty ſtrides ; a convincing proof 
of what he had not before ſuſpected, 

that in the army, equally as the 
church, preferment is often leſs the 


e of worth, than REAR friends. 


This * aloe would quickly 
have diſguſted him -with- a military 
life, if another motive more pre- 
vailing had not determined him to 
quit it; but if the gates to promo- 
tion diſtended themſelves ſlowly on 


one ſide, on eben Was nen to 
him 


\ * 
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him the moſt brilliant proſpeQs. 
During the time that his company 
was ſtationed in Flanders, coming 
home late one night, after ſpending 
the evening with a ſet of convivial 
friends, the moſt piercing groans of 
diſtreſs, from one of the bye ſtreets, 
on a ſudden affailed his ears; and his 
natural ſpirits, heightened by in- 
vigorating Burgundy, led him intre- 
pidly to the ſpot, without beſtowing 
a thought on the danger that might 
_ poſſibly accrue to an individual, when 
oppoſed to numbers ; fortunately 
he arrived time enough to ſave a life 
that was ordained by fate to ſtrew 
flowers on his own. 1 


A FTE weapon in tlie hands of 
one juſt perſon is ſometimes. ſuffici- 
ent to difarm an hoſt of villains, ſo it 
happened in the preſent inſtanes. 
1 By 


1 W 1 » — WW Was 
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By the pale glimmering of the moon 
my father could diſcover that it was 
not a ſingle combat, ſome paces be- 
fore he reached the place; and ſet- 
ting up a violent .halloo'! as if to 
give the alarm to others who were 
not far off, ruſhed, ſword in hand, 
upon the aſſaſſins, who, appalled by 
guilt, and ſuppoſing themſelves 
about to be over-powered by num- 
bers, waited not for the reſult, but 
all haſtily made their eſcape, except 
him in whom the weapon had firſt 
been ſheathed, and he falling imme- 
diately to the ground, my father had 
nothing more to fear, than that he. 
was come too late to ſave their un- 
happy victim, who had funk through 
loſs of blood, and appeared to. be 
hovering on the brink of diffols- 
tion. tl n Wenn 27 : 
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There was, however, no time to 
loſe in aiming to recover him; the 
aſſaſſins might return, and taking 
advantage of their defenceleſs ſtate, 
ſtill perpetrate their horrid purpoſe, 
being ſtrong and of athletic make, 
his fears alſo giving him additional 
ſtrength, he heſitated not a moment 
what to do ; but taking the bleeding 
ſtranger on his ſhoulders, bore him 
haſtily to his lodgings, which luckily 
was but a few ſtreets diſtant ; and 
the ſervant of the houſe having fat 
up for him, they jointly united their 
endeavours to aſſwage the blood, and 
after pouring ſome comfortable cor- 
dial through his paſſive lips, called 
a a n to inſpect his W 

„After fong time pad i in the moſt 
em attempts to recover him, he 
began to he ſenſible of their huma- 
31911 L | | nity, 
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nity, but too weak to articulate the 
grateful effuſions of his heart; it was 
only by uplifted hands and ſilent 
ejaculations to Heaven, he was able 
to expreſs his gratitude. 


The ſurgeon having dreſt his 
wounds, pronounced them not dan- 
gerous unleſs ſucceeded by a fever; 
to prevent which the greateſt cau- 
tion was obſerved, and my father, 
however anxious to know who it was 
he had the happineſs of ſaving from 
a moſt ſhocking death, ſtifled every 
emotion of curiolity ; and when he 
had ſeen him ſafely laid upon his 
own bed, and every alleviation af- 
forded that was judged neceſſary to 
one in his unhappy ſituation, left 
him to the care of an attentive nurſe, 
whoſe tenderneſs he had himſelf ap- 


proved in a recent illneſs, and retired 


VOL. I. S to 
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to another apartment to invoke that 
repoſe, which the fatigue of his 
night adventure rendered very eſſen- 
tial to the r e e of his health. 


As ſoon as he 8 he ſtole ſoft- 
ly to the chamber of the unknown, 
and had the: ſatisfaction to learn 
from the nurſe, that even the agony 
of his wounds had not prevented 
him from ſome ſmall intervals of 
reſt; and ſince he had received that 
refreſhment, the pains ſeemed great- 
1y to have abated, and he had more 
than once expreſſed a deſire to ſee 
his deliverer. | 


* M5: father then ' retired to dreſs, 
and ordering chocolate, immediately 
«afterwards'made his appearance in 
the apartment; the poor gentleman 


5 c Himſelf to be raiſed on 
— pillows 
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pillows to receive him, and as Mr: 
Villeroy approached the bed extended 
his hand towards him, the grateful _ 
preſſure of which expreſſed more ac- 
knowledgements, than could have 
been conveyed in the moſt eloquent 
flow of words. 


During their breakfaſt he * 
himſelf ſo much better, that he was 
able, without much interruption from 
pain, to relate the particulars of his 
horrid aſſaſſination, which as nearly 
as I can recollect, was to the follow- 


ing effect. 


NE 2 to be ſome days be- 
fore in a public company, he obſerv- 
ed:among the reit a man whom he 
once remembered to have ſeen at 
the head of a deſperate banditti ; and 
not knowing to whom he addreſſed 
C 2 hims 
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himſelf, unfortunately made this re- 
mark to an accomplice, expreſſing 
aſtoniſhment that mankind were ſo 
eaſily impoſed upon, as to admit ſuch 
vile characters into a reſpectable ſo- 


80 


This obſervation not only proved 
that impoſition may be practiſed on 
the moſt diſcerning, but nearly coſt 
him his exiſtence; for the next even- 
ing that he was ſeen to go from his 
home his ſteps were watched, and 
in returning from the houſe of an 
intimate friend at a later hour than 
uſual, he was attacked by the before 
mentioned villains; and three of 
their companions who would proba- 
bly have ſent him to that bourn 
from whence no traveller returns, 
had not Heaven ſent him a de- 


liverer. | 
e ws 
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In the courſe of this. recital, my 

father had the fatisfaQtion to diſ- 
cover that he had ſaved the life of 
Mr. Van Budel, the moſt opulent 
merchant in Bruſſels; and which was 
of ſtill more conſequence, to one 
whoſe ſentiments led him to eſti- 
mate merit more highly than wealth ; 
a gentleman of as worthy character 
as any the place could boaſt ; for 
though not perſonally known. to 
each other before from a long reſi- 
dence in the ſame country, they were 
no ſtrangers by name; and the eu- 
logiums of Villeroy's valour had as 
often been witneſſed by the ears of 
the merchant, as the praiſes of his 
own meritorious actions, by thoſe of 
my en 


An acquaintance begun with ſuch | 
fortunate circumſtances on one ſide, 
2 2 and 
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and ſuch. heart-felt ſatisfaction on 
the other, it was not likely ſhould 
ſoon terminate. Van Budel mend- 
ed every. day, and his attachment to 
his deliverer hourly increaſed ; his 
relations came in bodies to pay the 
tribute of acknowledgment to his 
valiant friend, and as far as profeſ- 
fions could go, he had every reaſon 
to believe their gratitude ſincere. 


When able to leave his bed they 
propoſed to the merchant a removal 
to his own houſe, urging that he 
might there be better attended than 
in confined apartments; but to 
their utter aſtoniſhment, he abſo- 
lately oppoſed their .: meaſures, de- 
termined to continue where he was, 
till his health was more perfectly 
re-eſtabliſhed, and expreſſed little 
anxiety to ſee any of them during 

5 5 his 
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his confinement, except an orphan 
niece, whom he had reared from in- 


fancy, and an elderly female do- By 


meſtic who had leſs claim to his 


friendſhip, from 'being diftantly re- 
lated to him, than her faithful ſer- 
vices to his beloved Mira.; , : 


By them he was viſited daily, and 


when he judged himſelf | ſtrong e- 
nough to return to his family, beg- 
ged my father would diſcharge his 
lodging and accompany him home; 
adding that he ſhould ever after 
look upon him as a ſon, and take 
upon himſelf the future care of his 
fortunes. Such a diſtinction was a re- 
compence far beyond his expectations, 
but too flattering to his, heart, to be 
refuſed; and the carriage which 
conveyed the generous Van Budel to 


his family-ſeat, was followed by 


Crs: another 
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another laden with the military bag- 
gage of his newly n, 


This arrangement, you may be 
ſure, was far from being grateful to 
thoſe mercenary relations, who had 
an eye to his poſſeſſions more than 
his happineſs ; and laviſh as they had 
before been in praiſe of Villeroy's 
valour and humanity, they were ſtill 
more ſo in reprobating this extraordi- 
nary reward of his ſervices, which 
they then began to confider as com- 
mon ones, ſuch as every good chriſ- 
tian ought to render another; and 
would doubtlefs have been better ſa- 
tisfied had he been left to periſh by 
the hands of his aſſaſſins, rather than 
that a ſtranger ſhould have ſuch 
ftrong claims on his gratitude, as to 
prove the means of depriving them 
of their glittering hopes, which . 
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long been centred in the poſſeſſion 
of his eſtate, the only obſtacle to 
which had before been the innocent 
Mira; but another adoption quite 
veiled their proſpects, and cruſhed 
at once every ſordid expectation. 


But here comes Dinah, our faith- 
ful -and now only ſervant : an un- 
lucky fneeze has awakened the ho- 
neſt ſoul out of a comfortable ſleep. 


Her young lady, up at this un- 
ſeaſonable hour! What can keep 
her waking ? The good creature 
trembles for my health, and is un- 
willing to return to her bed till ſhe 
has conſigned me to my pillow. To 


quiet her well-meant fears for my 


ſafety can I do leſs than be govern- 
ed by her intreaties ; yet ſhall I re- 


ated quit my pen; for like 


8 | thoſe 
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thoſe whoſe piety perſuades them 
after an illneſs they ſhall not take 
cold by going firſt to a place of wor- 
ſhip, I am half convinced there is 
that peculiar charm in converſing 
with a beloved friend, which takes 
even from midnight damps the pow- 
er of extending themſelves to a 
heart ſhielded by affection. 


However, I comply; health is too 
precious an endowment to be trifled 
with, and to ſuppoſe ourſelves proof 
againſt thoſe injuries our neighbours 
daily experience, ſhews a contempt to 
the divine beſtower. 


Good night, then, my Gertrude, 
(or rather, good morning) to-morrow 
we'll reſume our converſation, and 
my father's hiſtory ; till when Iwill 
endeayour to forget that fate ordain- 

2 ed 


pans td Y W 


— 


— 9 Fy ew — 


bi 


THE PLATONIC; MARRIAGE» 35 


ed him a happineſs more exquiſite - 
than durable. 


Reflection, amidſt ſuch painful 
circumſtances, 1s a foe to reſt; let 
it be baniſhed then; and hugging 
the ſweet idea, that I am ſtill richer 
than thoſe who are without a friend, 
let me fink into the arms of ſleep, 
and invoke a temporary ſuſpenſion of 
thoſe unavailing regrets, which, 
maugre all the efforts of philoſophy, 
are too predominant in the heart of 


Thy ili-fated 


CLARA, 


9 
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LETTER III. 


THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


I THINK we left my father juſt 
as he arnved at the noble man- 
fron of his ſtill nobler minded friend, 
and thither my Gertrude, if you 
pleaſe, we will now follow him. 


Mr. Van Budel had been many 
years a widower : his family con- 
| ſiſted only of the niece before men- 
tioned, who had but juſt attained 
her fourteenth year, a matronly 
houſe-keeper, and a fmall number 
of domeſtics ; who, from a long ac- 
5 | quaint- 
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quaintance with his temper, ſo per- 


fectly knew their duty, that he was 
probably better ſerved than if they 
had been more numerous. 


The houſs was * and elegant; 
the furniture in a ſtile that did cre- 
dit to the owner's judgment ; neither 
crouded with coſtly ornaments, that 
ſeems rather to diſplay pomp than 
taſte, or devoid of any of thoſe name- 
leſs elegancies we look for in the 
manſions of the rich; yet nothing 
found a place in which utility was 
not blended with magnificence. 


A library, filled with the moſt ju. 
dicious ſelection of authors both an- 
cient and modern, (and almoſt in e- 
very language) afforded an ample 
field for literary amuſement when 


diſpoſed to ſeek it ; and in the ſame 
3 apart- 


38 THE PLATONIC MARRI AGB 


apartment was diſpoſed every ſpecies 
of inſtruments a ſcientifical mind 
could with. In furniſhing it Van 
Budel did not merely. conſult the gra- 
tification of his vanity, nor were 
all his ideas confined to cent. per 
cent. for he had ſufficient know- 
ledge both of men and books, to de- 
cide with propriety and taſte on any 
ſubject; he united in one the man 
of buſineſs and the man of letters; 
was as much enamoured of the 
graces as of Plutus; and, in a word, 
though in the wane of life, was a 
moſt acceptable companion either 
for youth or age. | 


With ſuch a friend, my father 
could not be unhappy; and it was 
with little reluctance he ſoon after, 
at the interceſſion of the merchant, 
diſpoſed of his commiſſion; not from 

. his 
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his preference to a life of inactivity, 
but becauſe his regiment was every 
day expected to be ordered to a diſ- 
tant quarter; and ſo much had he 
endeared himſelf to that worthy 
man, that a ſeparation would then 
have been looked upon as the moſt 
in ſupportable event. 


Another motive, perhaps not leſs 
powerful than his benefactor's wiſhes, 
co-operated in rendering this propo- 
ſal pleaſing; the dawning graces of 
the : youthful Mira began to make 
that impreſſion upon his heart, of 
which it had never before been the 
leaſt ſuſceptible, for any of her ſex ; 
till then fame had been the only ob- 
ject of his purſuit, but the time was 
now arrived in which af 


Mars muſt yield to Love the Field.“ 


From 
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From his firſt arrival, he had been 
honoured by her uncle with the 
flattering diſtinction of her ſuitor, 
and in that character had every op- 
portunity of diſcovering the growing 
beauties of her mind and perſon ; the 
former every day diſcloſed ſome new 
perfection, nor could the infantine 
habiliments of the latter obſcure 
thoſe ripening charms, which, 
though not arrived at their meri- 
dian ſplendour, had a more power- 
ful effect upon his paſſions, than pro- 
bably would have been wrought by 
wy more mature. 


The firſt years of herlife had been 
paſt in an adjacent convent; but 
fearing that a longer refidence with 
the holy fiſterhood might tend to 
bias her religious principles, Mr. 
Van Budel determined that her edu- 

cation 
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cation ſhould be finiſhed under his 
own inſpection, and with that inten- 
tion had ſent for her home, juſt be- 
fore the unhappy. incident which 
introduced him to my father, 
Finding that Villeroy excelled in 
thoſe elegant accompliſhments in 
which he wiſhed her to become 
more' converſant, he gave himſelf 
no trouble to procure her other 
maſters, but left the cultivation of 
her talents ſolely to his inſtructions; 
could he have aſſigned him a more 
pleafing taſk ? 


In the monaſtry ſhe had received 
the firſt rudiments of the politer 
arts, but it was reſerved for him to 
render her a proficient z never. did 
pupil attend with greater pleaſure to 
the leſſons of her tutor, never did 

tutor 
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tutor watch with ſuch ſolieitude the 
— ee of _ pupeh): 42 

Inſtead bf W that ede 
which! generally accompanies intenſe 
ſtudy in one of ſuch tender years, 
ſhe was never ſo happy as when at- 
tending -to., his inſtructions, and 
counted with impatience thoſe! mo- 
ments which were devoted to other 
avocations. 


1413 it poſſible he ſhould not. ex- 
TY when Love became her inſtruc- 
tor ? when ſhe played or ſung, twas 
him touched the keys, ſwelled her 
gentle notes, and 2 birth to the 

moſt ecſtatic harmony. Nt ads 
0} tan t BN] V 1 4d e: 
When creative; faney.aumed to & 
lineate ſportive nature in its moſt 
| OY dreſs, 'twas * that guided the 
| ready 
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ready pencil, and gave.to the glow- 
ing landſcape its moſt vivid tints. 


Would ſhe explore the more ſci- 
entific paths of knowledge, twas 
he that led her through the thorny. 
road, and taught her to decypher a 
geographical chart with as little dif- 
ficulty as. many would a ſong ; in 
ſhort, the little Deity preſided in her 
heart, and her every action, pro- 
nounced His influence. 
- She was the victim of his faſcinat- 
ing powers long before ſhe ever 
knew the nature of her ſentiments, 
and would have thought herſelf guil- 
ty of ingratitude had ſhe loved with 
a particle leſs of tenderneſs, the friend 
to whoſe attention ſhe was ſo much 
indebted ; nor was it to be wonder- 
ed at, ſince the object who had 
| awakened 
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awakened thoſe early ſymptoms of 
affection, independent of his aſſi- 
duities in her improvement, had, 
both from his merit and perſonal at- 
trations, every claim to her eſteem. 


Theſe eulogiums on a parent 
might appear too partial, was I 
writing to a ſtranger; but my friend 
is not to be told that the unfortu- 
nate Villeroy was once handſome, 
ſince, though now verging apace 
towards his grand climacteric, ſhe 
has oft remarked thoſe traces of 
manly beauty which are yet viſible 
on his venerable features, nor has 
even the infirmities of age deprived 

his perſon of all its wonted graces. 


The attachment which my father 
firſt felt for this lovely girl appear- 
ed to him — the effects of gra- 

titude 
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titude to her uncle, and that eſteem 
which every one mult conſequently 
feel for an amiable object, whether 
of their own ſex or the other; but 
the ennui he experienced when from 
her, though engaged in the moſt 
amuſing parties, ſoon ſpoke forcibly 
to his heart the true nature of his 
ſentiments, and the diſcovery over- 
whelmed him with uneaſineſs. 


That he was dearer to her affec- 
tions than any perſon on earth (her 
uncle excepted) he had every reaſon 
to believe; but that confideration, 
ſo far from giving him pleaſure, be- 
came his moſt diſſatis factory reflec- 
tion; fearing that when her parti- 
ality became viſible to Van Budel, 
the idea of his having endeavoured 
to ſeduce her unexperienced heart 
would of courſe enſue, and the lofs 
4882 | x of 
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of his friendſhip be the certain conſe- 
quence; for the diſproportion of their 
ages left him no room to ſuppoſe ſuch 
an attachment would be approved, 
though the generoſity of his diſpo- 
ſition might overlook that deficiency 
in fortune, it was his own intention 
to repair.' 


Thus prejudiced on the ſubject, 
he determined in future to obſerve a 
more reſerved deportment towards 
his pupil; hoping, that if he could 
conquer his over imprudent paſſion, 
he might at leaſt prevent the growth 

of hers; and to that effect, avoided 
all opportunities of converſing with 
her, but at the general periods in 
which ſhe generally received her 
leſſons; and totally denied himſelf 
the indulgence of Ms. to her 
amuſement. | 


Such 
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Such a change of conduct could 
not but be obſerved, even by the in- 
nocent, inexperienced mind, and 
every pang this ſelf: denial coſt her 
tutor, was more than equalled by 
thoſe which it inflicted on her N 
boſom. 30.5 | 


$3 


{ag that he had unconſciouſly 
offended him, for ſome days ſhe 
kept it ſecret; but at length, un- 
able to ſuſtain the painful emotions 
of her mind, ſhe flew to the cloſet 
of her uncle, and finding him alone, 
diſcloſed the ſubject of her ſorrow; 
begging he would endeavour to re- 
cover for her that place in her tu- 
tor's eſteem, ſhe had by ſome means 
or _—_ IO forfeited.  -: 


. } 6 


F Wenne my Hear W 71 I fear 


Nr. Villeroy no longer lores me,“ 
244 CI ied 
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natvete ; for when my leflons are 
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ended, inſtead of encouraging me, 
he barely beſtows on me the tri- 
bute of approbation ; and if I aſk 
him to accompany- me on the 
harpſichord, or German - flute, 
while I fing thoſe ſweet airs in 
which he has taught me to ex- 
cel, he pleads ſome indiſpenſable 
engagement, flies inſtantly out of 
the room, and for whole hours I 
ſee him not again. Whenever 
we happen to meet in the garden, 
he does not, as uſual, intreat me to 
indulge him with a ſight of my 


tulips or my hyacinths, but ſay- 


ing he has letters to write, hurries 


into the houſe and leaves me by 
myſelf, pondering at the cauſe of 
this diſtreſſing change. 1 would 
"aſk him what I have done to me- 


rit 
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cc 


rit his diſpleaſure, but he looks 
« ſo diſtant, ſo grave, that even 
% when the words are juſt breaking 
« from my lips, I cannot aſſume 
« courage to utter them, fearing 
* that the queſtion ſhould ſtill of- 
& fend him more. Do, dear Sir, en- 
% deavour to reſtore me to his fa- 
« your: indeed, I cannot ſupport 
«© his unkindneſs ; when I think of 
i the pleaſure he before ſeemed to 
% take in my ſociety, and the care 
„ with which he ſhuns me now, I 
6e feel ſo unhappy I know not what 
„ to do; I would not willingly 
e give any perſon living reaſon to 
% diſlike me, but the hatred of all 
e the world would not affect me 
„ ſo much, as that of my tutor, 
** whom I muſt love for ſaving your 
« life, and the pains he has taken 
„ in my inſtruQion.” Here a flood 
vo“. 1 3 _— 
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of tears prevented her from proceed- 
ing, and Van Budel, too well ac- 
quainted with the human heart, to 
miſtake the ſource from whence a- 
roſe the affliction of his niece (though 
the lovely girl was unconſcious of 
it herſelf) ſtraining her to his pa- 
ternal boſom, begged her to be com- 
poſed, and no endeavours on his 
part ſhould be wanting to reſtore 
Her to the happineſs ſhe ſo much re- 


gretted. 


The fame evening he took an op- 
portunity of ſounding the inclination 
of my father, by telling him jocoſely, 
he had as yet but half diſplayed his 
friendſhip till he had given him a 
wife; immediately recommended to 
his attention a young lady who 
ſometimes viſited his Mira; adding, 
that if diſpoſed to marry, he did 

#: OO: 
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not know a more deſerving object, 
or one whoſe alliance would do him 
greater honour— But, perhaps, my 
« dear Villeroy.“ continued he, 
you have already diſpoſed of your 
« affections, and the fair Ifabella 
„ diſplays her charms in vain—l 
& confeſs, I have long expected to 
& hear of your capture; for the 
frequent ſociety of an amiable girb, 
„ unleſs. ſhielded by the image of 
another, ſeldom leaves a ſuſceptible 
heart untouched; and I do not 
e conclude you to be one of thoſe | 
inſenſibles who are proof againſt 
the powers of beauty, when unit- 
ed with mental charms. What 
are your real ſentiments of Miſs 
* Vandedozen ? Do I exaggerate 
“ in pronouncing her all that's love 
* _ 3 n before IL hear your opi- 
| D 2. f 46 nion 


*_— *w— A 


„ 


3 del 5 


52 THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE, 


& nion, I am perſuaded it 1s not un- 
* fimilar to my own." 


Indeed, my dear ſir, it is a ſub- 
* ject on which I have never given 
“0a ſerious thought. Miſs Vande- 
% dozen is, I believe, deſerving all 
* thoſe friendly encomiums you 
* have beſtowed on her; but the 
** contemplation of her charms has 
e produced in me no other effect, 
* than that admiration which is the 
general tribute of beauty.“ 


«© That is to ſay, you behold her 
« with as little emotion as you do 
« Mira, my couſin Catherine, or any 
6 other indifferent ne 5 


Pardon me, ar, roplies my fa- 
ther, his manly features ſuffuſed 


with a conſcious glow, « ſhould be 
M0 the 
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the moſt ungrateful of human be- 
ings was either Mifs Van Budel, 
or your worthy couſin, to be rank- 
ed under the denomination of 
thoſe people who are indifferent to 
me: every one who bears the leaſt 
affinity to my benefactor muſt be 
reſpectful in my eyes; and thoſe 
who are peculiarly dear to him 


muſt have a warm place in my at- 
fection. ä 


4%] doubt it not, my friend; but 


you knew we were only ſpeaking 


on the ſubje& of the heart. A 
Mira is but a chit, and my couſin 


is an antiquated (though a vener- 


able) ſpinſter; I only mentioned 
thoſe, to inſtance. the nature, of 
your feelings; for the lady in 
queſtion, had my niece been a 
few years older, I ſhould not 
D''2- % have 
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„ have named her with Catherine; 
but certainly the ſentiments we 
feel for old age and childhood 
« muſt be near a-kin; I therefore 
«© quoted them as objects quite un- 
© intereſting to your paſſions, and 
„ conſequently beſt calculated to 
* expreſs the meaning of what you 
* would infer —Apropos now, 
<< (ſpeaking of Mira) the poor child 
fears ſhe has offended you, and 
has engaged me in her cauſe; 
% äith tears in her eyes lamenting 
* her unknown error, ſhe has juſt 
5 deſdended from my cloſet.” 


Good fir, is it poſſible! Miſs Van 
* Rudel to think ſhe has offended 
* me he i is too amiable to offend 
« any one; let me haſten to dry her 
& tears. I am unhappy to have 
66 been their ſource; but ſhe ſhall 


„% have 
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have no more cauſe to complain. 
Heaven can witneſs, nothing is 
* more dear to my heart than her 
6 felicity ; to promote it I would 
« facrifice my own. But why does 
«© the ſweet girl imagine I am diſ- 
% pleaſed? I hope my conduct has 
not been expreſſive of unkindneſs, 
6 jf it _ Iſhall hardly gore * 
* H 


6% know not whence ariſes her 
4% apprehenſions, unleſs from not 
6 being ſo frequently indulged with 
« your ſociety as formerly. The 
“ dear child has been ſo acquſtom- 
<« to your attentions, that the leaſt 
< remiſſion of them, alarms her with 
the fear of having incurred your 
„ diſpleaſure ; and becauſe you have 
+ condeſcended to contribute to 
her amuſement as well as inſtruc- 
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tion, forgets that her tutor may 
find more intereſting purſuits than 
in treading, with her, the flowery 
path of infantine pleaſures. As 
&« ſheis of a gentle temper, and the 
„ leaſt uneaſineſs preys upon her 
health, I would wiſh-you to ſet 
& her mind at eaſe on the ſubject of 
her imaginary error: but I beg, 

my dear Villeroy, it may cauſe 
no reſtraint on your conduct. We 
«+ muſt diveſt her of theſe childiſh 

«6 prejudices ; for I ſhould be forry 
that your reſpect for me ſhould 

«© be an inducement; to you to fa- 

«© crifice that time to her ſociety, 

you. might paſs more agreeably 
with companions better adapted 
to your age: in my. houſe you are 
« perfectly at home, and to think 
« yourſelf ſo is the greateſt compli- 
« ment you can pay me: it will 
25 - 6 ever 
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ever afford the moſt cordial wel- 


come to any of your own ſex you 
« may think proper to dignify by 


< the name of friends; and when- 
« ever your heart is diſpoſed: to make 
« an election among the other, you 
« will find in Van Budel the warm- 
e eſt advocate in your happineſs ; 
e find him ready to promote it more 
«+ effentially than by profeſſions. 
« Had. my miece been four or five 
„ years older I ſhould have been 
happy to have beheld her the ob- 
« jet of your choice; but as her 


« tender years preclude me from 


« ſucha ſatisfaction, I ſhould be glad 
i to ſee you united to ſome deſerving 
«© woman, who (when Providence 
ſhall ſee fit to take from me the 
ſtage of life) would join with you 
« in diſcharging towards her thoſe 

D 5. . nam, Pb» 
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« parental dries ſhe has received 
from me.” 20109 .' 

<« If theſe are your ſentiments, 
& my dear fir,” cried my father, al- 
moſt breathleſs with his emotions, 
„J am happy indeed, ſince time 
„ may unite with you in the com- 
„ pletion of thoſe wiſhes you have 
„ fo generouſly expreſſed : yes,” 
continued he, with that candour 
which never deſerted him, ** you have 
given birth to the moſt pleaſing 
expectations; it is the dawning 
„ charms of my lovely pupil that 
„leave me no eyes for any other 
«© woman; even the idea of her 
% youth could not ſhield my heart 
„ againſt the powerful faſcination, 
& but the fear of its diſpleaſing you 
« conſtrained me to conceal it, point- 
ed out the abſolute neceſſity for 
«« ſhun- 


CS WW 
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„ fſhunning her beloved ſociety. 
Jacob ſerved ſeven years for the 
„ favourite daughter of Laban ; 


7 
ce 
66 
66 
40 
40 


10 


happy would be the bondage of 
Villeroy, though extended to 
twice that term, was the amiable 
Mira to become his recompenſe. 
As you have permitted me to hope 
that nothing but that deficiency 
on her. ſide, which time can re- 
medv, would render my alliance 
diſagreeable. Permit me to love 
her with the purity of a brother, 
till the arrival of that period when 
the ſanction of your generous ap- 
probation allows me to breathe 
warmer ſentiments; till then, 
will I be her friend and tutor, nor 
attempt to excite in her tender 
boſom an emotion, but ſuch 
as innocence inſpires. Should 


increafing years ſhew to her other 


D 6 „ob- 
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0 objects 1 in a moſt pleaſing point of 
„ view, without murmuring will I 
reſign my happy proſpects, and 
* endeavour to procure for her that 
« felicity with another, - which my 
„ untoward ſtars ordained me not 
66 form.” 


Here the animated Villeroy ceaſed 
to ſpeak ; and Van Budel ſtraining 
him in an affectionate embrace, teſti- 
fied his ſatisfaction at the noble 
ſentiment he expreſſed. To his houſe 
he committed his beloved Mira, aſ- 
ſuring him that nothing could give 
him greater ſatisfaction than the an- 
ticipation of that period, when pru- 
dence authorized a fuller completion 
to his wiſhes, and, till its arrival, 
recommended a continuance of that 
diſcretion which had hitherto mark- 
ed all his actions, and rendered him 

: | a more 
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a more deſi rable protector to his niece, 
than any other perſon he had ever 
the happineſs of being * 
with. | 


My father did not abuſe the con- 
fidence repoſed in him; from that 
hour he watched over his lovely 
charge with all that virtuous enthu- 
ſiaſm, which diſtinguiſhes ſincere 
affection from thoſe ſenſual paſſions 
which dethrone our reaſon. Every ſuc- 


ceeding day increaſed his tenderneſs, 
yet armed him with greater reſolu- 
tion to conceal it. In the end he 
was rewarded : the amiable object of 
his wiſhes, happy under his tuition, 
matured in wiſdom as in years, inſen- 
ſible to thoſe ſuperficial attractions 
which oftn cover an unworthy 
mind, ſhe beheld none worthy to be- 
come a competitor in her eſteem with 

her 
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her beloved Villeroy : too artleſs to 
adopt diſguiſe, her affection became 
viſible in all her conduct. Many 
were the offers of marriage ſhe re- 
ceived before ſhe attained her eigh- 
teenth year; but -with becoming 
dignity ſhe dechned them all, and 
frankly owned the ſhould never with 
to change her ſtate, till ſhe met with 
a lover inferior in no reſpects to him, 
who had taught her to diſtinguiſh 


merit. | 


Secure in her affections, with the 
ſanction of his generous benefactor, 
my father owned his paſſion; and 
before the expiration of her minority, 
Hymen made them one. They had 
been united about three years, when 
a fit of apoplexy unfortunately ſeiz- 
ed their worthy uncle: they beheld 
the moſt gloomy proſpect opened to 

ME: 3 their 
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their-/view. Happy in his ſociety, 


{for they had ſtili continued to reſide 
with him after their marriage), they 
looked not forward to the moment 


when death muſt break the bonds of 
friendſhip; but obliterated all ideas 


of futurity in the enjoyment of pre- 
ſent ſatis faction; nor till this un- 
fortunate event did they reflect, that 
they muſt be one day ſeparated from 
the beſt of men. 


He recovered from the grim ty- 
rant's firſt attack; but fore ſeeing he 


had not long to ſurvive, determined 


to ſettle his worldly concerns, that 
nothing might interfere to prevent 
thoſe generous intentions he had ak 
ways propoſed in favour of his Mira 
and her huſband. Some weeks af- 


ter, in perfect tranquillity of mind; 


he made his will, leaving to my fa- 
3 42 ther 
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ther and his heirs, whether male or 
female, the full poſſeſſion of his eſ- 
tates, chargeable only with a few in- 
conſiderable legacies to ſome of his 


relations, a trifling annuity to his 


faithful ſervants who had paſt their 
beſt days in his ſervice, and a com- 
fortable proviſion to his couſin Ca- 
therine, which, after her death, de- 
volved allo to Villeroy. 


This deſervedly regretted friend 
lived about a twelvemonth after the 


above diſpoſal of his affairs, during 
which he never enjoyed long inter- 
vals of health : but unleſs unmedi- 


ly preceding his third fit (which car- 


| ried him off) his faculties appeared 


entirely unimpaired, and he devoted 


himſelf both to his religious and do- 
meſtic duties, with his wonted com- 


poſure and ſerenity of mind. 


It 
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It may be eaſily imagined, that 
thoſe relations whoſe expectations 
had been more ſanguine, did not re- 
ceive Mr. Van Budel's legacy with 
that fatisfation, they would have 
welcomed a more conſiderable be- 
queſt ; nevertheleſs they forbore any 
diſreſpectful reproaches on his me- 
mory, and, concealing their internal 
diſcontent for ſome years, lived on 
terms of amity with my parents ; 
probably becauſe the principal Git- 
neſſes to his will were living, and 
they knew it would be in vain to 
attempt its litigation, till after their 
deceaſe. - 


After thirteen annual fons had 
rolled their diurnal courſe, and every 
progreſſive year beheld them happier 
than the former, the fatal hour ar- 

rived in which even the bonds of 
love 
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love muſt be diſſolved : a malig- 
nant* fever -ſpread its dire ravages 
through our family, and the firſt vic- 
tims of its fatal vengeance, were my 
amiable mother and an infant fiſter 
of three months old. Deprived of 
life's firſt blefling, my father long 
appeared inſenſible to every other; 
and in the tomb of his beloved Mira 
ſeemed to have buried all his joys. 
He had borne, with fortitude, the 
loſs of four ſmiling cherubs who 
had died preceding my birth. But 
this final ſtroke to his felicity was 
more than feeble nature could ſup- 
port; and it was long before even 
the powerful aids of reaſon and reli- 


gion could aſſuage his grief. 


1 was, at that melancholy ra of 
his hiſtory, about five years old ; and 
my retentive faculties too weak to 
:: 
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be impreſſed with the remembrance 
of thoſe events which, from the fre- 
quent repetition of Miſs Catherine 
Van Budel, have ſince been written 
deeply on my mind; but from her 
animated deſcriptions, can form a 
perfect idea of the ſituation, in which 
a fond huſband muſt find himſelf 
after ſuch an irreparable loſs. 


This reſpectable relation was then 
far advanced in years; her affec - 


tion for my mother had been border · 


ing on maternal, and extended itfelf 
to every object who was dear to her: 
from the time of her couſin's death, 
ſhe had reſided at a pleaſant little 
retreat he had bequeathed her ; and 
in a life of retirement, and the con- 
tinual exercife of every chriftian vir · 
tue, now preparing for a better world, 


whus the death of Mrs. Villeroy re- 
| called 
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called her again to the active ſcenes 
of life; and thoſe fleeting days which 
could not be prolonged beyond their 
ſtated ſpan, ſhe determined ſhould 
be devoted to the afflicted mourner. 


The firſt ſtep ſhe took to drive him 
from the ſtupor into which the un- 
reſtrained indulgence of his grief had 
thrown him, was to bring me con- 
tinually into his preſence ; and by 
my innocent careſſes and engaging 
prattle, I foon claimed that -ſhare of 
his attention, which, if it did not 
weaken, at leaſt ſeemed to blunt the 
edge of his W | 


27 By the force of her pious ales: 

ings he began, to look with calmneſs 
on his ſolitary -proſpe&t ; and though 
he could not ceaſe to regret thoſe of 


which he was deprived, beheld, with 
55 en 
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gratitude to Heaven, the bleſſings 
it had left him. | 


Among the few you will believe, 
my Gertrude, that his child was not 
the leaſt: *the care with which he 
watched over my infant ſtate, and 
his unwearied diligence to cultivate 
my opening mind, is the beſt proof 
of the fincerity of his attachment for 
his departed wife, and bears equal 
teſtimony of his affection as a pa- 
rent. NN 


Such as I am, ſuch has his tender- 
neſs rendered me; and but for his 
parental attentions I had been as a 
blank (or rather ſullied) ſheet of pa- 
per, on which no perfecteha ra- 
ters are written. 


With 
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With ſuch an opulent fortune, 
and a perſon ſtill more attractive, his 
alliance would have been deſirable in 
almoſt every family; but diſdaining 
the thought of a ſecond marriage, he 
transferred all his affection, from his 
Mira, to the remaining pledge of 
their happy union; and, for four- 
teen years, made the inſtruction of 
your Clara his ſole amuſement. Firm 
to this intent, he made choice of the 
Chateau au Bois de B „as his 
conſtant reſidence (in preference to 
Bruflels); as from its vicinity to 
Paris I might be attended by the 
more eminent maſters ; and though 
bred in retirement, receive all the 
r of a public Ps" 


The good old Catherine lived uin 

I attained my fifteenth year, and 
then died full of days and full 'of 
honour ; 
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honour ; for ſurely, if honour is 
ever due, it is to thoſe who have 


uprightly trod the path of life. 


It was about this time I had the 
happineſs to become acquainted with 
my Gertrude; and the ſeven months 
ſhe reſided in our neighbourhood 
were the moſt enviable of my life, 
as they taught me the pure ſatisfac- 


tion ariſing from mutual friend- 
ſhip. | 


It was about the time of your de- 
parture, that the phyſician -who at- 
tended Mr. Van Budel died, and the 
diſappointed branches of his fami- 
ly, ſoon after entered into a formal 
litigation of his will, bringing the 
apothecary (who is a man profeſſed- 
ly attached to Plutus) as an evi- 
dence of his faculties being impaired 

a | at 
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at the time he made it, and by the 
force of intereſt brought alſo the at- 


torney over to their party. 


My father truſting to equity, and 
conſcious of the rectitude of his 
own heart, at firſt, made very light 
of their unjuſt claims ; the ſuit was 
purſued with vigour on both ſides. 
On that of the plaintiff, /of? paper was 
the moſt. forcible argument made 
uſe of; on that of the defendant 
ſimple truths, unaided by a bribe ; 
in a balance ſo unequal, is it to be 
wondered, that the ſcale of intereſt 
' ſhould preponderate ? My Gertrude 
knows the reſt. I cannot proceed. 
When! when! ſhall I aſſume ſuf- 
ficient compoſure to reflect on this 
diſtreſſing event without a tear! 


Tis over, and my heart in ſome de- 
«a d f pe gree 
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gree reſtored to its wonted calm. I 
again reſume my pen; | but what 


remains for me to ſay? Alas! 


nought but what will plant daggers 
in that of my ſympathizing friend. 


Since the determination , of the 
cauſe, the ſon of our perſecutor has 
had the preſumption to make the 
moſt humiliating propoſals to your 
Clara ; Yes, my love; the woman, 
whom, before this triumph, he could 
not have aſſumed courage to addreſs 
as a Wife, the vile monſter has dar- 
ed to ſolicit as a miſtreſs, flattering 


himſelf, no doubt, that the diſtreſs 


to which their iniquity has reduced 
us, would render ſome degree of our 
former independence in any thape ac- 
ceptable. 


W 
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Ah ! little is the corrupt heart of 
the wicked able to diſcern the pure 
ſtream which runs in that of the vir- 
tuous; or would they not perceive, 
that afflitions, inſtead of humbling, 
exalt the mental frame ; and if, (as he 
has been pleaſed to infer) my ſup- 
poſed pride prevented him before 
from urging his ſuit, ought he not to 
reflect? that 


Proud ſouls grow often haughtier in diſtreſs,” 


Nor think, that what he be- 
lieved would then have been con- 
temned, though accompanied with 
honour, will not now be accept- 
able with infamy. Servile mind- 
ed wretch! let me obliterate the 
mortifying reflection. 


Twill be ſufficient to tell my 


friend, that this propoſal was re- 
ceived 
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ceived with the contempt which it 
deſerved; and all'offers. of ſervice 
from every part of the family re- 
jetted, as their mean triumph a- 
midſt their proffered kindneſs, was 
too viſible not to diſcover an in- 


tent to humble, more than ſerve 


us. 4 4141 


Collecting together the little pro- 
duce of our remaining poſſeſſions, 
like the ſcanty gleanings of the pea- 
ſant after an ample harveſt; with 


the little handful we retired to a ſe- 


queſtered ſpot in the environs of Pa- 
ris, and there are we ſtudying to re- 


duce oyr minds to our b circum- 
ſt ances. 


n 7h 2 : 
Dinah, faithful ſon], would not be 
prevailed upon to leave us; all the 
little ſavings of twelve years ſervi- 


32 tude 
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tude has ſhe inſiſted on joining to 
our trifling fund; and the reward 
ſhe requires is, the happineſs of at- 
tending us the remainder of her 
ys | | 


Soon after our retirement a ſcheme 
ſtruck me, that I thought might en- 
able us to ſubſiſt more comfortably ; 
for even with infinite œconomy a bare 
ſubſiſtence was all then left us. Need 
I be aſhamed to own it to my Ger- 
trude ? No, let thoſe bluſh who have 
reduced me to this neceſſity, while 
Ladore the Providence that impreſſed 
me with the happy thought, and 
endowed me with the uſeful talents, 
which aided by induſtry, may ſeem 
to make our little, more, 


Vou have not, perhaps forgot, my 
friend, that your Clara was always 
20117 3 Teck- 
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reckoned to excel in the amuſive art 
of embroidery ; an uſeful one it is 
now become, and employs all thoſe 
hours which are now * to fi- 
lial ee 


I had feverd remnants of ſattin by 
me, and thoſe I firſt wrought into 
waiſteoats,' work-bags and pocket- 
books; which, when finiſhed, my 
affectionate Dinah, with ſtreaming 
eyes took to try my luck at Paris; 
ſhe fortunately diſpoſed of all, and 
with beſt part of their produce pur- 
chaſed materials for future la- 
bor. 3961 bios, | 


Thus ſucceſsful I had ſpirits to 
purſue my plan, and have ſince been 
indefatigable in my work. My fa- 
ther 1s as yet ignorant, that my in- 

E. 3 duſtry 
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duſtry proceeds from any other mo- 
tive than amuſement, and ſhudders 
with the apprehenſion that time will 
bring an end to our little pittance; 
nor can J at preſent aſſume the re- 
ſolution to acquaint him of the 
means I take to increaſe it; for 
much I fear the conſideration of ex- 
iſting by the labour of his beloved | 
child would more deeply affect his 
ſpirits, than even the idea of ap- 


Fan want. 


Adieu, 0 Gertrude, Ihave 
written you an enormous letter; but 
a ſhorter one would not have ſuffi- 

ced to have been ſo explicit, as our 
unhappy tale requires: as a proof that 
nothing but the melancholy recital 
it contains can render it unaccept- 
able, indulge me with an anſwer not 

much 


— 1 


* 
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much leſs prolix; and you will give 
all the ſatisfaction her dreary ſtate 
admits -s 3 


Tout affectionate 


CLARA. 


Addreſs for me at Lm——— near Paris, 


Bo THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 


e| 
1 IKE 


LETTER IVV. 


LORD EDWARD CARTERET TO $IR FREDERICK 
DEN BEIOR. 


* 


A H! Frederick, into what a de- 
lemma have your friendly 
counſels precipitated me ! By all the 
ſubtle dints of ſophiſtry you per- 
ſuaded me to believe, that a man 
not being deſperately in love with 
the woman he marries, is no reaſon 
why he ſhould be unhappy: it was 
ſufficient, you argued, that he pre- 
ferred no other to her he gave his 
hand. Would Hymen inſure us 
from ever experiencing ſuch a pre- 
TA; 1 ference 
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ference, I would heartily concur in 


your opinion, and go to the ſacred 
altar, attended by Lady Lucy Nu- 
gent with as little trepidation as I 
would to Almack's ; but a little in- 
cident which has happened to me 
ſince yeſterday, proves to me be- 
yond thy moſt powerful rhetoric, 
that every one has his moment of 
ſuſceptibility, and if it does not ar- 
rive before marriage, it will moſt 
aſſuredly overtake them afterwards. 
No bonds are ſtrong enough to bind 
the unfettered mind : a vacant. heart, 
like a craving child, is ever gaſping 
for repletion; and ſooner or later the 


hour muſt come in which it will ac- 


knowledge; that all objects are not 
alike indifferent. 


Yer the div is caft; I have plodg-. 


ed my honour to my father (what | 


Es -- nat 
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heart is placed upon our union) to 
ſolicit the hand of Lady Lucy; and 
if I may credit appearances, there is 
little hopes of a rejection. That ſhe 
is a lovely woman, in point of ex- 


ternal beauty, the moſt unprejudiced 


muſt allow; nor that ſhe is deficient 
of interior worth, I have not at pre- 
ſent diſcovered, either from my own 
obſervation, or other peoples opi- 


nion. As to Lord G—, he extols 


her as a paragon of excellence; but 
my acquaintance with her ladyſhip 


has been too tranſient for me to de- 


cide with certainty on her charac- 
ter (as ſhe reſided chiefly in town be- 
fore her parent's death; and ſince 
ſhe became my father's ward, has 
only paid us one viſit previous to 


this). Moſt women have two, ſome 


none; muſt I truſt my honour with 
either of theſe, the latter would have 
the 


_— 
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the preference ;. as of all evils one | 
would willingly chuſe the leaſt. 


My nonchalance on the ſubject of 
this projected marriage, I ſhould 
imagine, cannot have eſcaped her 
obſervation ; ſhe has now been at 
the abbey above a fortnight ; in all 
which ſpace the effect of her charms 
have not been fufficiently powerful 
to draw my attention one day from 


my rural ſports, in which I am 


generally accompanied by her bro- 
ther, who is quite an Acteon in the 
chace. | | 


In derte F beheld her ladyſhip 
with juſt the ſame indifference as one 
does a fine picture, or any other 
beautiful piece of mechaniſm, which, 
while we contemplate in admiration 
of the artiſt's talents, leaves no im- 

| E 6 preſſion 
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preſſion on the mind, but ſuch; as a 
ſuperior effort of genius might im- 
mediately efface. Ah ! would I could 
ſay ſo of all portraits; but there 
are doubtleſs ſome poſſeſſed of thoſe 
faſcinating powers which prompt us 
to overlook the merit of the artiſt in 
the :admiration-of his ſubject. My 
own heart, I fear, bears teſtimony to 
this remark 3 and though I never 
before believed that any picture could 
be eſtimable that was not the reſem- 
blance of ſome. one truly dear to. us, 
yet I muſt confeſs, I have within 
theſe few hours, felt ſtronger emo- 
tions at the ſight of an inanimate 
piece of vellum, than any living ob- 
ject ever excited in my deen 


In returning laſt night * the 
chace, accompanied hy Nugent, we 


gave our hotſes to the ſexyants, and 
walked 
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walked home through a ſmall copſe 
which lies contiguoustolord Spencer's 
park: a ruddy-faced milk maid, ſeated ' 
by her foaming pails, blithly chauat- 
ing out her woodland notes, ſoon en- 
gaged the attention of the giddy 
Archibald; and while he was liſten- 
ing to the pretty ruſtic, I purſued 
my courſe, ruminating on a ſubject, 
of all others, moſt calculated to in- 
creaſe that gravity, on which you 

have ſo often rallied me. | 


As I walked, a briar caught my 
ſpur, and in ſtooping to diſentangle 
it, I perceived a piece of white pa- 
per laying at the foot of an ancient 
oak, the roots of which ſpread 
themſelves quite acroſs the path. 


Suppoſing it ſome rural billet 
doux, the cleanlineſs of which prog- 
noſticated 
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' noſticated it had not been long drop- 
ped ; I took it from the ground, an- 
ticipating ſome amuſement in the 
perufal of the artleſs ſcrawl; but, 
inſtead of a tender ſonnet penned 
dy Corydon to Phoebe, my flumber- 
ing ſenſibility was inſtantly awaken- 
ed by the portrait of the moſt an- 
gelic' face that ever graced a human 
being. Such languifhing blue eyes, 
fuch ſoft 'filken eye- laſhes, cheeks 
glowing with their native red, 
and dimpled with ſuch bewitching 
fmiles, that it was hardly poffible 
to believe the picture was not a- 
tive. Gaping with incredulity, I 
ſtood, as if expecting that the ſpeak- 
mg lips would ſoon diſtend and ſhew 
a mind as lovely as the features: in 
a word, I gazed and wiſhed, till even 
the fight of the original could little 
more have enſlaved my ſenſes, and 
| | 3 
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to whomſoever it might belong, de- 
termined never more to part with 
it. = 


I have ranſacked my memory im 
recollecting the features of all the 
beauties of the preſent age within my 
knowledge; but among the living 
annals of lovelineſs, ſuch a finiſhed 
form, I am convinced never ſtruck 
my eyes, or that indifference I have 
hitherto maintained would ſoon have: 
been put to flight. 


Not that eve feature has that 
faultleſs ad. which connoiſ- 
ſeurs require to form a perfect beau- 
ty; but that attractive analogy of 
charms, that heavenly uniſon of 
dignity and ſoftneſs, which ſteals. 
more A on the heart than the 

moſt 
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moſt finiſhed Medicis that ever pain- 
ter drew. 
It appears to have been recently 
done, and from its ſize intended, I 
imagine, to be fet, either to adorn 
the waiſt or boſom of ſome diſtin- 
guiſhed friend ; but whether male 
or female, the fates alone can tell. 
Not the former, I muſt hope, though 
hope avails me nothing. However, 
there can be no breach of honour in 
indulging myſelf with the fight of it; 
it will be the beſt ſecurity to Lady 
Lucy of my conjugal fidelity; for 
no living object but her from whom 
it was drawn, can, I am convinc- 
ed, ever rival her in wd affec- 


tions. 


You uſt getit er f fork me, fr ean 
aſſume the reſolution to deprive my- 


ſelf 
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ſelf ſo long of the pleaſure ef gaz- 
ing on it, though probably: I ſhall 
be ſoon in town, as Lord G--— 
haſtens: me to bring matters to a 
conclufion ; and it will be impoſſible 
much longer to avert the painful 
taſk of offering his favourite a hand, 
which cannot be accompanied by a 
heart. Alas! till within theſe four 
and twenty hours, I did not know 1 
had one; but, perhaps, no great dif- 
appointment will arife to her Lady- 
ſhip from that deficiency, ſince ſhe 
has paſt tlie greateſt part of her time 
in a world which, in affairs of ma- 
trimony, is generally governed by 
motives of convenience, and can pro- 
bably diſpenſe with that bauble 
which conſtitutes the happineſs of. 
more unmodern couples, : 

vos = in 4b. oP Not 


= 
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Not one more argument in favour 
of this irremediable evil for the life of 
your Frederick. You volatile fellows, 
who have a conſtant opium: for your 
ſenſibility, in libertinifm (or rather 
are born without any). may view the 
hymenial ſtate in a different light, to 
ſuch ſerious mortals as myſelf; but 
to me it appears full of horrors un- 


leſs the roſes of fincere affection 


ſtrews the endleſs path; for barely 
not to hate, is inſufficient to keep 
alive thoſe reciprocal attentions, 
which form * ou . of a 
married life.” 5 Of eflvifg tn HOW a 
"Hen the other din ther more 1 
involve myſelf in thoſe painful laby- 
rinths of reflection, from which the 
idea of matrimony, connected with 
that of Lady Lucy Nugent, can ne- 
ver fatisfaQorily draw me; they 


muſt | 


e me 
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muſt not be indulged ; ſo wiſhing 
you unfeeling beings all manner of 


happineſs in the ſhape you moſt de- 


fire, Jam, 


Dear Frederick, 
Moſt ſincerely yours, 


CARTERET. 


F 
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$IR FREDERICK DENBEIGH TO LORD EDWARD 
CARTERET» 


* 


t. Fames's Square. 


AITH, Ned, I am ready to 
exclaim with Sir Pertinax, 
«© Why, what is the man about? 
Is it poflible, that in contempt of 
the ſubſtance, you have egregiouſly 
fallen in love with the ſhadow ; the 
reſemblance of one who -perhaps 
never exiſted but in the painter's ima- 
gination ; or if ſhe did exiſt, has pro- 
bably long ſince been conſigned to 
co 
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the tomb of her anceſtors; for is it 
not as poſſible that this afſemblage 
of faſcinating beauty, may have been 
copied by ſome ingenious damſel 
from a an ancient portrait in her fa- 
ther's gallery, for want of better a- 
muſement, as it is that it ſhould 
be the real likeneſs of ſome living 
Venus 2 For my part, I can form 
no- idea of the nature of a paſſion 
that ſuch a phantom can create; 
nor do I wiſh to be ſuſceptible of 
ſuch delicate emotions; more ſolid 
gratifications for my money. Love 
at beſt is but an illuſion, which Hy- 
men ſoon removes; no matter then 
whether it be a goddeſs, or a wo- 
man to whom we plight our faith, 
ſince time and the uſual ſatiety at- 


tending even the poſſeſſion of her 


we love, muſt aſſuredly reduce her to 


the ſtandard of the latter: but 1 
be. for- 
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forget I am talking to one whoſe 
abſurd prejudices teach him to be- 
Heve, that affe&ion, when placed on 
a deſerving object, is inexhauſtible 
as the widow's cruſe. I grant your 
reaſon, did ſuch rare merit exiſt as 
is pictured in a lover's infatuated 
mind; but is not every woman a- 

kin, from the ducheſs down to the 
milk-maid ? Caprice ſways them all. 
And ſhe who is moſt deſerving, is her 
that has learnt the art beſt to conceal 
her foibles. Otway ſays, 


Let marriage be the laſt mad act you do,” 


but I am of opinion, to fall ſeriouſly 


in love is ſtill more ſavoring of mad- 


neſs; unleſs, indeed, it is with a 
picture, the frailties of which are 
concealed behind the vellum. Po- 
fitively, Ned, you have a moſt ex- 

centric 
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centric taſte, to prefer this little bit 
of inanimation to the fineſt piece of 
mortality that ever graced a brilli- 
ant circle. Lady Lucy 1s here quite 
the ton; the miſſes all envying, and 
the men all dying for her. You will 
be thought a happy fellow to engroſs 
the attention of a woman ſo ſkilled 
in the monopoly of hearts; yet you 
contemn the conqueſt, and give not 
a ſingle thought to the happineſs 
which awaits you. 


For ſhame,” yin, rouſe from thy 
childiſh lethargy; brood not over ima- 
ginary perfections, but contemplate 
thoſe which abſolutely exiſt ; nor in 
pining after unattainable felicity, 
loſe thoſe of the preſent hour. Con- 
ſider matrimony as a part of your 
deſtiny, the accompliſhment of which 
is neceſſary to the happineſs of your 

family, 
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family, (whoſe hopes are placed on 


ſeeing their-names tranſmitted down 
to poſterity) and. while the roſes 
court your touch, ſeek not to dil- 
cover the thorns that may lurk be- 
neath them. It is too late now to 
recede with honour, and as your 
marriage appears inevitable, conſole 
yourſelf with thinking that as times 
go, you could not have made a more 
eligible election, had intereſt even 
been out of the queſtion: in fixing 
on Lady Lucy as his daughter, your 
father has not only had an eye to 
wealth; and when put in the ſcale 
with many mercenary matches, it 
muſt appear a very deſirable one, as 
there is youth, beauty, and every 
elegant accompliſhment thrown into 
the bargain. 


The 


ed. Bro [ "I 8 hs 18 
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The levity which runs through 
the former part of my letter, I hope 
you will forgive, and believe, that 
though I wiſh to laugh you out of 
your abſurdity, I am ſorry to be 


. conſtrained to make uſe of any argu- 


ments unfavourable to your eſtabliſn- 
ed maxims which border too much 
on the ſentimental for your own re- 
pole. 


When the preliminaries are ſettled 
we ſhall hope to ſee you among us, 
not to ſip of the opium you mention; 
for the character of a libertine is 
never well ſupported, but where it 
is conſtitutional ; perhaps, (was it 
properly defined) miſapplied to me, 
for though I have ever treated love as 
an amuſement, my paſſions are not 
under ſo little 3 but I ſhould 
» | VOL+ I, E ſcorn 
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ſcorn every ungenerous means of 
procuring their gratification. 


Time permits me to add no more 
at preſent, than that I am 


Thane ſincerely, 


F. DENBEIGH, 


LET. 
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LETTER V. 


uss VILLEROY TO LADY GERTRUDE 
SPENCER. 


OW. ſhall I ſupport this diſ- 

appointment? two months e- 
lapſed, and no letter from my Ger- 
trude ! Is it poſſible, ſhe no longer 
loves her Clara; or has any unfor- 
tunate event impeded her receipt of 
my packet? Merciful Heaven, re- 
lieve me from this ſuſpence : of all 
loſſes but that of my beloved parent, 
the loſs of her, friendſhip would. af- 
fect me moſt. Not a foot approaches 
our little dwelling, but my longing 
5 | E 2 ear 
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ear catches the illuſive ſound, and 
my impatient heart bounds with ex- 
pectation. Alas ! it paſſes, and 
leaves me as dejected as before; leaves 
me in an uncertainty of what is more 
intereſting to my peace to be inform- 
ed of than any other intelligence on 
earth. But of all melancholy re- 
flections I will not indulge that 
which is moſt painful; ſomething 
has' certainly prevented my letter 
from coming to hand; a better fate 
may perhaps attend my next, and 
buoyed by foothing hope, -I'll till 
| panes aur literary intercourſe. 


X ' } 


Since the coactufico of my laſt, 
no material change has happened in 
our circumſtances; buried in this re- 
tired ſpot, we are fortunately hid 
from the obſervation of thoſe who 
knew us in our more 'ptoſperous days; 

3 and 
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and © ſelf-baniſhed' from the buſy 
haunts of men, forget the joys of 
focial life, in a aan intercourſe 
with. our der ape 
| Ay Had ondertikingis proved 
ſucceſsful as I could with ; but con- 
ſtant applications to ſuch ſedentary 
avocations is, I fear, no friend to 
health; for I feel a gteat deficiency: 
of thoſe animal ſpirits which I en- 
Joyed when my amuſements were 
more: varied. i ne e 
1558 C1 ket 
How would the abe * of my 
Gertrude gliſten, could ſhe peep into 
our humble cottage; in a ſmall room 
furniſhed» with. the utmoſt ccono- 
my, (not one article of former lux- 
uries remaining but an harpfichord) 
ſhe would behold: ſeated on a matted 
chair her once ſplendid Clara ar- 
5 E 3 rayed 
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rayed with all the charaReriſtic 
neatneſs of her lowly ſtation, ſtudy- 
ing to make a new creation bloom 
beneath her fingers; her wenerable 
parent aſſuming that compoſure 
which is far eſtranged from his 
heart, beguiles the l, hours in 
reading aloud ſome pious author, 

while Dinah, attentive to their every 
ſenſe, ee 3 the fnigal 


29782 


What an \eQing ſcene to her 
who has beheld it ſo contraſted ! 
but, indeed, my friend, there is not 
half thoſe pangs in poverty your 
ſympathizing foul may probably 
ſuggeſt; little ſuffices thoſe whoſe 
wants are few; I regret none of thoſe 
delicacies of which we are deprived ; 
the appetite, unpampered with high 


ſeaſoned ragouts and expenſive dain- 
< ties 
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ties, recoils not at wholeſome food, 
however fimple in its nature. The 
uncoſtly habit in which I now ap- 
pear, has all the conveniences of one 
more ſplendid ; it fits as eaſy, per- 
haps is more becoming ; and was it 
not for thoſe unavailing regrets 
which rend the heart of my beloved 
father, I ſhould fleep as calmly on 
my humble couch, as ever I was 
wont to do on a bed of down. I be- 
gin to perceive, that happineſs in- 
deed conſiſts chiefly in idea; thoſe 
tumultuous effuſions of grief which 
uſed to burſt upon my heart are now 
buſhed into a ſettled calm; and if 
I cannot attain thoſe heights of phi- 
loſophy I envy, at leaſt I have gain- 
ed ſuch victory over my paſſions, 
that in comtemplating on the felicity 
which admits us into a future ſtate, 

E 4 1 en- 


. 1 | raF 111: 5 


104 THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE, 


Jendeavour to forget the miſeries of 
the 0 070 a 


I never. go out Inbus to pub- 
lic worſhip, or, at the interceſſion 
of my father, accompany him in an 
evening walk; when I attend the 
former, I am fo concealed in my 
dreſs that there is little danger of my 
being known; atid the latter is ſel 
dom extended far beyond: the envi- 


rons of our ruſtic - dwelling : am 
| therefore, upon the whole, as much 


exempt from the prying eye of ob- 
ſervation, as if ſequeſtered within 


| the gloomy walls of a convent; a 


retreat I ſhould prefer to every 
other, was it conſiſtent with my 
duty and affection to awd * of 


C3 


— " 
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What aſylum, my Gertrude, ſo 
defirable to the unfortunate? There, 
forgetting and forgot, they may 
calmly indulge their pious aſpirations 
to that beneficent being who alone 
can heal the wounded/ſoub ; : breathe 
them uninterrupted: by a world 
which daily preſents ſome new ob- 
ject to diſturb the heavenly inter- 
courſe, and, either from ſubjects of 
real woe or imaginary pleaſures, 
draws the frail mind from its Cre- 
ator to his creatures. 


The ſatisfactions are certainly 
very inconſiderable that attend a life, 
the moſt virtuous efforts of which 
can extend no farther than to pre- 
ſerve itſelf from want; yet, to live 


even under ſuch limited powers is 


the duty of every Chriſtian; and, 
not · only to exiſt, but aim to be con- 
i tent 


A 
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tent aud happy. Severe injunckion! 
to thoſe whoſe ſenſibility of heart 
mſpires them with a wiſh of; living 
for others as much as for themſelves. 


Alas! my Gertrude, in what elſe 
does happineſs. conſiſt? All other 
pleaſures are illuſive; but thoſe. 
which reſult from the reflection of 
a beneficent or noble action, raiſes 
us above ourſelves, and gives to hu- 
man nature a foretaſte of thoſe pure 
delights, celeſtials only can deſire. 


1 fear all the philoſophy I invoke, 
and in part have ſo happily attained, 
would be inſufficient to reconcile 
me to this vale of trouble, was ſelf 
only the object of my exertions : but 
when I reflect that I have a parent, 
whoſe tender and affectionate care of 
me has ever been unlimited, and who 

regrets 
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regrets the loſs of wealth more be- 
cauſeit has diſpoſſeſſed his Clara of all 
thoſe brilliant expectations to which 
the has been reared, than from any 
perſonal inconvenience ; it inſpires 
me with pious fervour, and e- 
very faculty of my foul is exalted 
by filial gratitude. Inſtead of con- 
temning my exiſtence, I hold it as a 
bleſſing which I cannot negle& to 
preſerve, without being deficient in 
every duty that religion and affec- 
tion prompt; nor can ever ceaſe to 
be grateful to that Providence, who 
has ordained me to be the ſtaff of his 


declining years. 


What is the loſs of riches, when 
put in competition with that of a 
tender father? Thoſe the revolving 
wheel of fortune may adventitiouſſy 
 _ ; but ſuch a deprivation what _ 

6 
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could compenſate? True, it is not 

permitted me to heal the ſick, or 
cloath the naked; but that God 
Who fees proper to deprive the af- 
flicted of one ſource, of alleviation, 
will doubtleſs reftore it them by the 

means of another. All required of 
us in this ſtate of imperfection, is to 
perform thoſe duties which our abi- 
lities and circumſtances admit of; 
that of an affectionate child and a 
reſigned chriſtian is all now permit- 
ted; and in the ſteady performance 
of which I truſt no temptation that 
the world can afford will ever make 
me deficient. 


A few lines more, and I muſt 
then bid my dear Gertrude adieu. 
My father having only in part re- 
« ceived the value of my former ele- 

gant moveables. of the broker to 

lere whom 
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whom he diſpoſed of them, is this 
afternoon going to- Paris, to take the 
balance, which (if all the arguments 
can make uſe of are effectual in 
working my well meant purpoſe).I 
ſhall very ſoon take an opportunity 
of prevailing on him, to appropriate 
to the purchaſe of a ſmall annuity 
for the remainder of his own life; 
as the conſideration, of the capital 
being ſunk is no object to her, wha 
is more anxious to ſee that made 
comfortable, than mindful of future 
intereſt. 


That good Providence which has 
endowed me with abilities to increaſe 
our little ſtore, will, I truſt, con- 
tinue to me the means of ſupporting, 
by my induſtry, the exiſtence it is 
his pleaſure to prolong: and the ſa- 


tisfaction of ſeeing a parent ſecured 
from 
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from want, is] ſuperior to every 
other conſideration. Was we to hve 
upon the produce of the money at 
common intereſt, it would not. half 
procure the neceffaries of life ; and 
to reduce the principal muſt natur- 
ally be our reſource upon contin- 
gencies which would probably ſoon 
leave us deſtitute. On the contrary, 
by finking it, we. ſhould receive a 
comfortable annual ſtipend, which, 
with the trifling addition of my la- 
bour, would give me the happineſs 
of beholding him ſtill in the enjoy- 
ment of a decent competency: ſixty 
livres a year would now be a prince- 
ly income; it would procure him 
thoſe comforts declining nature moſt 
requires, and that, my Gertrude, 


is all 1 with ;—for the luxuries 


and ſuperfluous 'traſh of wealth, 


ne- 
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never ſhall I n one | longing 
ſigh, 


To ſee him reconciled to his hum- 
ble ſtate, reſtored to appetite and 
reſt, forgetting the injuries of man- 
kind, in the affectionate attention of 
his child, is all I aſk of Heaven. 


© "The world gives little, nor that little long.“ 


O ! may the loſs of affluence be the 
laſt affliction deſigned by fate to ſow 
the furrows of grief upon his vener- 
able brow.—moſt ardently do I im- 
plore; and may the bliſs of contri- 
buting to his felicity be long, long 
permitted me. 


I muſt now leave you, my friend ; 
my father walks to Paris, and I have 
promiſed to accompany him a mule 


upon the road, Adieu then for the 
pre- 


- * — — —— —— —ͤ 


— . -—— — 


D112 THE, PTA TONIC MARRIAGE». 


preſent; but before I ſend this ſhall 
probably fill another ſheet. | 


Yours unfeignedly, 


e. VILLEROY. 
LE T- 
' ; 4 1 : | 
— 4 
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LETTER VII. 
THE SAME ro THE $428; 


OOD Heavens! my Gertrude, 
what can have detained my fas. 
ther to this late hour? *Tis now 
near- twelve o'clock, and he is not 
yet returned, though the diſtance 1s 
little more than a couple of miles; 
the buſineſs ' too which he had to 
tranſact was not ſuch as required. a a 
length of time; ſurely ſomething 
particular muſt have happened to oc- 
cafion this delay: yet tis no dan- 
gerous road; I will not anticipate 
misfortunes. Chance may have 
thrown 
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thrown in his way ſome old acquaint- 
' ance; and the review of paſt occur- 
rences, or perhaps the melancholy 
recital of his tecent injuries has en- 
gaged him beyond the intended 
_ hour.—Hark ! I think I hear his 
voice—ſome one 1s ſurely ſpeaking 
at the door to Dinah. 
| Alas ! no, - ay friends it was not 
him; the honeſt foul was holding 
long converſe with herſelf, as ſhe 
is ſometimes wont to do, when her 
thoughts are employed on any in- 
tereſting ſubject— praying, (I have 
no doubt) for the * of her re- 
vered maſter, 


The moon. ſhines reſplendently ; 
its kindly beams will, perhaps, help 
me to diſcern. him before he reaches 

home; 


IS. >. + Ws 
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home; for from my window I can 
ſee the path ſome-paces diſtant. 


Ah ! there he is—I behold bim 


aſcend the ſtile which leads towards 
our cottage. Adieu, my Gertrude, 
Ifly to welcome his return. 


Jn cominuation, 


1 


Great God, ſupport me under the 


new affliction ! 1 may now indeed, 
pronounce myſelf nnn. 
for N 


6 One woe treads upon another's heals, 
& So faſt they follow,” | 


All my comfortable proſpects are 
now vaniſhed; 


tc Like the baſeleſs fabrick of a anc? 
1 and 


* 
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and Poverty, with: its | attendant 
horrors, ſtares us wildly in. the face 
Emy poor father! how ſhall I ad- 
miniſter to you that comſolation ] fo 
e in need of * N 


Ah my - friend, ab Cite decide 
againſt us—how ſhall. I make known 
to you thę extent af our misfortunes ? 
Words fly from my pen; yet few 
ſuffice to ſax, that we ate ruined.— 


The broker, treacherous villain ! 


| has embezzled our little : property, 


and flown to England, (as it is ima- 
gined) but no one can with certain- 
ty inform us of his route. What a 
ſavage in human form: he who has 
taken ſo many, thouſands of us in 
our days of affluence, to fleece us of 
a few poor hundreds, all that was left 
to e a ſolitary exiſtence; ip our 

; actions 
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actions are recorded in the book of 


7 fate, this ungrateful deed will ſurely 
i ſtand againſt him at the day of judg- 
- ment. | ; 
0 EI 8 

The moment I beheld my diſ- 
„ oonſolate parent, the cloud which 
hung over his venerable counte- 
ance announced to my foreboding 
1 heart, that all was not calm in his 


but ah ! little did I ſuggeſt the extent 
of our misfortune! Before I could 
get down ſtairs, Dinah had let him 
in; puſhing haftily by her, T' flew 
to his paternal. arms, eagerly in- 
quiring what had detained him ſo 
much beyond the intended hour of 
his return; when lifting my eyes 
towards his face, whilſt I anxiouſly 


the veſtiges of recent grief; and the 
chilling ſight at once deprived me of 


a 
8 

1 | 

F anticipated a reply, I beheld on it · 
[8 

r 

> all 
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all ſenſation ;/ ſinking into the firſt Il © 

chair I came to, for ſome minutes, 

J had not power to articulate. another 

| ſentence ; but a plentiful ſhower of 

| tears having reſtored me to my 

fpeech, I had again the reſolution 
to regu my queſtion. 


—— 


Preſſing me affeAionately to his 
boſom, 'while the big drops chaſed 
each other in quick ſucceſſion down 


his cheeks; 


— — — 


« "Tis in vain, my dear child, 
(ſaid my unhappy parent), to at- 
„ tempt a concealment of what 
« you muſt inevitably, ſooner or 
later, become acquainted” with; 
«© but I would with, you would ſuſ- 
„ pend your inquiries till to- mor- * 
«row, Tis now paſt. midnight; 
6 ']: am: fatigued; you are depreſſed 
if, in 
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it „in ſpirits ; we both have need of 
s, Wl © reſt. Let us retire to our reſpec- 
er tive apartments, and in the morn- 
of IM © ing we will renew the melancho- 


iy Ml © ly ſubject.“ 2 


— “ O, no, my dear fir, by all 
« the affection you bear your Clara, 
« deny her not the ſatisfaction of 
« now blending her tears with 
« yours, of weeping for thoſe cala- 
« mities we only can leſſen by parti- 
« cipation. Alas you cannot tell 
« me any thing more dreadful than 
« my forboding heart already pre- 
„ diſpoſes me to hear. Not con- 
or tent with depriving us of affluence, 
i Fate has to-day © ordained you 
«.. ſome perſonal inſult ; this, I fear, 
« is the ſubject of your grief. 


a 


Would 


;- 


64 


65 
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—* Would to Heaven, my child, 


I had no greater cauſe of woe ; 
but God's will be done. In a word, 
we are ruined ! The barbarous 
man with whom J intruſted our 
little all, has flown his country, 
and taken with him the whole of 

our dependance : every minute 


2 I learnt the account of his 
6 


flight has been employed. in a 
fruitleſs attempt to gain ſome in- 
formation, by which I might trace 


the place of his concealment ; but 


cc 


66 


cc - 


all inquiries are in vain ! he fold 
off his own property at the time 
he diſpoſed of ours, and with the 
produce of both is gone to ſome 
diſtant country, where, though 


the hand of juſtice may never over- 


take bim, aſſuredly his conſcience 
will be to him a continual _ 


When every hope had left me, 1 
6« ſet 


60 


66 


VOL, I, 
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ſet out on my return ; but feeble 


nature, unable to ſupport. itſelf 


under this new affliction, ſunk 
beneath the heavy burthen ; faint 
and fatigued, I laid me down on 


a bank; and but for the wiſh of 


embracing agam my child, could 
have inſtantly invoked that awful 
minute which #tranflates the 


wretched to a ſtate of bliſs. It 
was with difficulty I afterwards 


purſued my path; my tottering 
limbs would ſcarcely bring me to 


our cottage. I am ſick; my head 


ſwims; I can no more ſupport 
me te my chamber. Alas ! ſoon 
my. Clara, will you have no fa- 
ther to ſupport; may Heaven 
teach you to bear with —_— 
the Joſs,” 7 | 


Gi 55:4: 


— —— — 


j "4 
7; 
«74 
IF 
4 
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The laſt words raiſed me from 
my ſtupor. During the whole time 
my afflicted parent had been ſpeaking, 
all my faculties had been congealed; 
I had neither wept or moved; but 
the ſenſe of his danger acted more 
forcibly on my heart; the ſluices of 
grief again were opened, and, deſi- 
ring Dinah to prepare him ſome 
comfortable refreſhment, (which ap- 
peared to be as neceſſary as reſt) I 
wiped away the falling drops, and 
led him inſtantly to his room, where 
I ſtaid the whole remainder of the 
night, dreading that each ſucceed- 
ing moment ſhould render me a mi- 
ſerable orphan. 


Happily the refreſhment he re- 
ceived re-lumined the languid lamp 
of life; and before the morning was 
far advanced, he ſunk into a gentle 

ſleep, 


% we 
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ſleep, interrupted only by his uſual 
deep fetched ſighs, which now, 
alas! are become too habitual ever to 
leave his couch. 


By his fide I write this melancholy 
account; it will probably, my 
friend, be the Jaſt letter you will 
long receive from me, at leaſt of 
any length; for work muſt now fill up 
every hour but thoſe which are em- 
ployed in attending the bed of ſick- 
neſs. All our dependance is now on 
the inconſiderable profit of my la- 
bour; for before this fatal journey 
to Paris, our ſtock of caſh was nearly 
exhauſted ; and, unknown to my 
father, I unfortunately ſent alſo, by 
the hands of Dinah, my watch and 
other ſplendid valuables, to be diſ- 
poſed of by the ſame unjuſt wretch 
who has deprived us of our proper- 


* G 2 ty 
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ty, thinking to enhance the principal 


(by what then appeared to me uſe- 
leſs) and the better admit of the pur- 


Chaſe I had at heart. How little do 


even the dictates of prudence avail us 


in guarding againſt misfortune. Had 


I kept them we ſhould ſtill have had a 
reſource ; but its in vain to look back 
to the paſt : the conſciouſneſs of act- 
img with a view to the beſt, can alone 
conſole me. Adieu, my deareſt Ger- 
trude, ſhould theſe ever reach your 


hands, think ſometimes of 
Your afflited 


CLARA, 


LET- 


. 
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LETTER W —2?/ 


LORD EDWARD CARTERET TO $Ik FREDERICK 


DEN BEIGHS 


JOngratulate me, Frederick, I 
'$ - am the happieſt being on 
earth (excluſive of him who is or- 
dained by fate to poſſeſs the origi- 
nat of the lovely miniature before 
me). Lady Lucy has refuſed my. 
proffered hand : no, hang it, that 
has too mortifying a ſound for the 
ear of vanity ; let me adopt ſomeleſs 
humiliating term : well then, ſhe 
has, bona fide, declined my addreſ- 
ſes 3 3, not from a diſapprobation of 

T3. your 
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your friend neither; but abſolutely 
from thoſe motives of generoſity 
which few of the ſex have delicacy 
enough to be ſuſceptible of, whoſe 
heart is inclined to think favourably 
of the object. 


Notwithſtanding continual hints 
from my father, that I was very re- 
miſs in my attentions to his daugh- 
ter-in-law elect; (and that even pre- 
judiced as he perceived her ladyſhip 
was in favour of me) all the tender 
prefirninaries of wediock could not 
be diſpenfed with; ſuch an indif- 
ferent lover muſt infpire her with 
ſtrange forbodings, that ſhe would 
find a ſtill more indifferent huſband ; 
(and a multitude of other remarks 
which generally 'concluded with the 
epithet of inſenſible) 1 yet deter- 


| — to wave the evil hour, nor 
l 


able intercourſe of many years ſtand» 
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ſeal my future deſtiny till I had con- 
vinced myſelf the fair phantom who 
had taught my heart to palpitate, 


was not of the Spencer family, and 


hope, which, from the ſpot-in which 
I found: the portrait, I had ſome 
ſmall ſubje& to indulge. 


From ſome political diſſentions, 
good neighbourhood had not ſub- 


fiſted betmeen us for near two years. 


On their ſide was exbibfted the firſt 
ſigns of coolneſs, by a remiſſneſs in 
their vifits: and the natural Hauteur 
of m father's diſpoſition, prompt- 
ing him to eſteem every proof of neg- 


lect àn inſult to his honour, imme- 


diately declined all farther connex- 
ions with the family: thus an agree- 


ing was interrupted by caprice; for 
furely there cannot be a greater ab- 
10 34 : ſur- 


/ 
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ſurdity than in ſuffering public feuds 
to influence our private conduct. 
Unleſs all mankind were known to 
adopt their political principles from 
conſcience, then indeed it were prudent 
to maintain the ſame opinion in the 
cloſet as the court: but where every 
one acts from the dictates of intereſt 
and popular fame, more than from 
the influence of reaſon and unbiaſſed 
judgment, all diſputes ſhould be 
dropt at the door of the houſe, or the 
world muſt become as fluctuating in 
its friendſhip as its principles, and 
private diſcord become as —_— as 
public oppoſition. 


For my part, I confider the moſt 
| elaborate eloquence of a ſtateſman, 
as I do the exertions of any other 
artiſt whatever labouring for ſuperi- 
ority in his calling, fince oratory 


©. 


—- 


I 
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is certainly as-much a vocation as 
any other ſcience, and ſerves to diſ- 


play ſublimity-of genius more than 


ſublimity of mind; it is the gift of 
Heaven, aided by liberal education, 
and as liable to be applied to bad 
purpoſes as good ones, unleſs the 
heart which accompanies it, is e- 
qually ſublime. The moſt able mi- 
niſter may be a bad man. We ſhould 
chooſe our friends from their private 
conduct, not their public principles; 
ſince thoſe who have any dependance 


on a court are conſtrained to adapt 


their ſentiments to their circum- 
ſtances; and the loud clamour of in- 
tereſt ſtifles imperceptibly the ſoft | 
whiſperings of conſcience. 


In a word, I conſider a courtier 
as only acting a fictitious part, and 
though I deſpiſe the means, pity him 


from the motive ;—it is painful to 
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deſcend; and as public favour, is 
at beſt, little more than a mayoralty, 
he who cannot ſhift his opinions 
with the times has ſmall chance of 
maintaining an elevated poſt. 


Heaven defend me from ever be- 
coming a miniſterial tool; but my 
ideas of the uninterrupted fatisfac- 
tions attending a ſtate of independ- 
ence are a ſufficient ſhield againſt any - 
temptations that may be offered me, 
Yet, though I wiſh ever to live far 
from a court myſelf, I do not wiſh 
to ſhun all ſociety with thoſe who 
do, while I can diſcover, under the 
political veil, private virtues in equi- 
librium with public foibles. Per- 
fection is not to be expected in any 
human mind ; a mixture of good 
and bad qualities are the lot of all; 
and if the latter does not preponder- 


ate, we have no * to —_— 
| Our 
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Our neighbour is upon the whole a 
valuable character; he loves his fa- 
mily, is indulgent to his tenants, 
pays his tradeſmen juſtly; and po- 
litics out of the queſtion, is an ex- 
cellent companion. While the world 
affords ſufficient fubjects, leſs liable 
to affect the temper, why ſhould: 
thoſe ever be introduced? For me, 
I always leave the rom whenever a 
ſocial party begin to loſe themſelves 
in parliamentary fquabbles, as it is a 
topic on which I know myſel as little 
able to hold a diſſertation, as! a blind 
man upon colours; and I have no 
inclination to embroil myfelf in ani- 
moſities with my friends merely to 
fupport an argument I am not qua» 
hfed to confute. - . 


My biber, I 1 F< I — 


of ever making me a courtier, as he 
a „„ . haas 


* 


* 
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has ſome time ceaſed to importune 


me on the ſubject, nor requeſts me, 


as formerly to attend him to the le- 


vee ; but he declined it for a taſk al- 


moſt as arduous when be attempted 
to render me a faſhionable lover. 


„ Ah! Ned,” cried he, © the 


other morning, I had expreſſed 


«. myſelf with warmth on my aver- 


« ſion to every ſpecies of duplicity, 
that fincerity of yours will ſpoil 
« you for the world; had all men an 
& equal portion it might be uſeful ; 
« but antediluvian as it's become, 
„can only help to render you fin- | 
« pular ; there is ſuch invariable 
« analogy between your heert and 


« lips, that one would ſwear. you 


„ had never paſſed a day out of a 
4 — I declare, I am ſome- 


times quite —_— of you; not 


„be- 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE» 133 


& becauſe TI am inſenſible that 
« ſincerity is a virtue, but even 
% virtue may be ſometimes out 
© of ſeaſon, when circumſtances 
* concur to render delicacy trouble- 
„ ſome.”. | 


— May you never be aſhamed £ 


„ from a more diſgraceful motive; 
„ and pardon me if I aver, it is an 
« error (if any) of which I hope 
„ never to be cured.” 


His -lordſhip happening juſt then 
to be in a complacent: humour, I ven- 
tured to hint my wiſhes of a re- 
newal of our former intimacy with 
the Spencer family ; alledging, that 
as the Nugents were on viſiting 
terms with Lady Gertrude, it would 


be impoſſible to avoid it after I was 
| a = , 74 mar- 
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married, ſhould the intended union 
take * f 


_ 


Should it take place! for my 


part, J fee nothing that can pre- 
vent it but your own apparent in- 
difference, which Lady Lucy can- 


not fail obſerving, if you do not 


throw a little more of the lover 
into your behaviour. If you mean 
to renew the acquaintance with 


the Spencers as a compliment 
to her ladyſhip, I have no man- 


ner of objection; as any ſtep 
which ſerves to diſplay a with to 
give her pleafure, you know can- 


not difpleaſe me. I eſteem the 


family; and as to our little fracas, 


if his lordſhip is af my opinion, 


* it's long ſinoe forgot. I have heard 


66/ 


that Lady Gertrude is conſined 


from a * in her ſide, and 
„ think 
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« think you cannot have a better 
introduction, than by ſending to 
« inquire after her health.” 


This was juſt what I wiſhed: the 
| fame afternoon I diſpatched a com- 

plimentary card of inquiry, in the 
names of my father and his fair vi- 
ſitor, and received a very polite an- 
ſwer, acquainting them ſhe was bet- 
ter. The firſt motion towards a re- 
conciliation being made, it was very 
eaſily effected, and written inquiries 
were ſoon ſucceeded by perſonal 
ones : but, alas! the principal mo- 
tives for this civility were not grati- 
fied; for out of the numerous group 
of females whom we met at the pri- 
ory, not one reſembled the fair ſha- 
dow I carried in my boſom; nor 
could J either by any direct or indi- 
ret means, ſatisfy my. defires of 
| learn» 
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learning whether. the ſweet original 
was known to any of them, leaſt the 
inquiry ſhould be attended with the 
ſacrifice of my treaſure ; for a diſ- 
covery of the owner, though it might 
have anſwered no favourable pur- 
poſe, muſt neceſſarily have ſubjected 
me to the pain of reſtoring it, unleſs 
ſuch a diſcovery could have been 
| been made by accident. TP 


Once! tens myſelf I was near 

acquiring the wiſhed intelligence, 
when, by introducing the topic of 
 lofles, one of the young ladies pre- 
ſent mentioned a recent one ſhe had 
ſuſtained in the ie of a beloved 


r 


Was it a valuable one, ma- 
6 dam: * aſked I; my ——_ palpi- 
| _tating 


CY 19 — 
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tating with its pleaſing expecta- 
tion? | 


In itſelf, ineſtimable, fir; and 
„ though enſhrined in diamonds, . 
„that is the leaſt part of the loſs 
© which I bewail; yet I regret hav- 
ing adorned it ſo brilliantly, as 
that probably is the very cauſe of 
the misfortune; for a portrait, 
Alike a note of hand, when payment 
“is ſtopt, can be of no worth to 
the finder, unleſs for the gold or 
&« jewels which ſurround it.” | 


This pertinent obſervation does 
not always hold good, thought I, 
appealing to my heart, which now 
palpitated as much from diſappoint= 
ment as before from pleaſure. 


ü | Moſt 


U3 
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- Moſt tales give birth to fimilar 
ones; the recapitulation of loſs ſuc- 
ceeded loſs ; but not a word eſcaped 
which bore any affinity to that, of 
all others, I wiſhed moſt to hear re- 
| lated; a proof to me, that it be- 
longed to none of them, or, at leaſt, 

it cannot at preſent have been miſe 


ſed. 


- | Could E have diſcovers: the vidon- 
ary object of my admiration, and 
have found her in a ſituation to re- 
ceive my vows, nothing ſhould have 
induced me to yield the ſweet hope 
of calling her mine; but as there 
vas little probability of the former; 
and leſs, that two fuch fortunate 
eireumſtances thould concur to cron 
my happineſs, I began to lbok upon 
the lovely phantom as one of thoſe 

illufive will-o'-wiſps that are ſet 

| 3 
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to draw travellers out of their way, 
and determined ta.aimfat the comple- 
tion of my father's wifhes, . ſince my 
own, on the ſubje& of matrimony, 
were likely ever to remain imperfect. 


With a very ill grace you may 
believe I ſet about the irkſome buſt- 
neſs, and uttered tender nonſenſe to 
my intended, with an air as &ftras 
as if I had only been a deputed proxy 
from ſome diſtant lover, inſtead. of 
ae hero ride | 


In one of thofe fruitleſs attempts 
to appear what I was not, E was 
awakened from my lethargy by a | 
loud burſt of laugher from her * 
2 


1 ſtared, looked filly, and ſtam- 


mered out an inquiry concerning the 
K cauſe 
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cauſe of this ſudden fit of rifibi- 
1 


Is it poſſible your lordfhip can 
« aſk,” was the reply; did ever 
bad actor awkwardly. perform his 
«« part without being laughed at ?” 


— “ I ſhould be ſorry,” affecting 
as much gaiety as herſelf, ** to at- 
« tempt any character I could not 
% ſupport with dignity ; nor ſhould 
0 fear ſucceſs, when a teſt of my 
abilities were required ;” and tak- 
ing her hand I imprinted. on it an 
unmeaning kiſs. 


5 „ Then, my good friend, you 
„ muſt never attempt to exhibit the 
lover again, till appointed to play 
6 the part with an object calculated 
% to ſuit you, from the neceſſity of 
333 2. 66 en- 
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<< endeavouring to give life to fic- 
* tion, Nay, don't be grave, my 
lord, (ſeeing me begin to look 
“ creſt fallen) I am not ſo much the 
„ dupe of my own vanity as to think 
« every man admires me, or that 
every one who profeſſes himſelf 
% my admirer is ſuch : Nor could I 
«© be blind to the genuine effuſions of 
& love, did they really exiſt, though 
„ my own heart might not happen 
& to be affected by them. Your friend- 

„ fſhip will ever be eſteemed an hap- 
6. pineſs; more you have not to be- 
% ſtow. That diſovery has probably 
& ſhielded my heart from experi- 
« encing the pangs of unrequited 
% love; for it would not have been 
« an union with yours that would 
« have ſecured my felicity, unleſs 
« yours had been alſo centred in 
« the alliance. The attentions of 

"IN Ed 


4 
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love, and thoſe of common-place 
« gallantry, or affected in compla- 
« cency to a father, are too diſſimi- 
lar not to be eaſily diſtinguiſhed : 
„the former flows ſpontaneouſly, 


c diſcovers themſelves in actions more 


than in profeſſions, and are of a 
nature too peculiar to a real lover 
to be imitated by a pretended one. 
From the firſt hour in which I 
arrived at the abbey, it was not 
difficult for me to diſcern that 
< the wiſhes of our friends would 
% never be accompliſhed z and every 
«© day confirmed me more in the idea. 
After that diſcovery I was determi- 
ned to behold you only in the light 
of a brother; and from the known 
„ ſincerity of your diſpoſition, hour- 
% ly anticipated ſame important 
„ confeſſion of a prior attachment 
. to > another, rather than profeſ- 


6 r 


— 
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& ſions of a feigned affection to my- 
« ſelf. Your wiſhes of renewing 
„your acquaintance with the Spen- 
« cers, half perſuaded me that Lady 
«© Gertrude was the object of your 
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ſtifled flame; but obſervation ſoon 
convinced me of my error: yet 
after the indifference ſo clearly 
evinced in all your conduct to- 


+ wards me, ſince I have been here, 
the leaſt of my expectations were 


the unmeaning declarations which 
have juſt eſcaped you. The word 


love was never more abuſed; 


henceforth, my dear Lord -Ed- 
ward, let it be excommunicated 
from our tete a-tete. I forgive 
you this one offence againſt fince- 
rity ; and now tell me, without 
the ſlighteſt deviation from its dic- 
tates, the motives of theſe ſud- - 


_ n attentions : has the 
os ob- 
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object of your real ones proved 
& cruel; or for ſome former follies 
had you determined to inflict upon 
+ yourſelf the penance of marry- 
« inga woman it was impoſſible for 
you to love?“ 


— Neither; by all the hopes 1 
« have of your ladyſhip's future 
«« friendſhip and good opinion, with 
that ſincerity which I hope never 
more will for a ſingle inſtance for- 
& ſake me, I aver, that I never yet 
& ſaw the woman I could prefer to 
your lovely ſelf : yet forgive me 
« if, at the ſame time, I confeſs I 
4% did not feel, even for the amiable 
© Lady Lucy, that ardour of affec- 
« tion I judged neceflary to eſta- 
© bliſh permanent felicity in the 
4% connubial ſtate. Attribute it to 
* 2 natural inſenſibility of my 

; | « heart, 


0 _. OE _ AG. 
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* 


<< heart, or the perverſeneſs of my 


« deſtiny, which you pleaſe ; for 
* without: one of theſe had been in 
4 fault, is it poſſible I ſhould have 
e preſerved my indifference, after 
i the moſt tranſient fight of her 
« who, I have oft, been told, leads 
„ half the world-in chains?“ Her 
ladyſhip ſmiled, and, bluſhing, bow- 


ed her noni of this 


W pcs Y While I continued. 


The :Cpndeious: that my unfeeling 
6 1 (not yet arrived at its hour 


« of ſuſceptibility) could not pay 


+. that tribute to your charms they 


* mexrited: I ventured to expoitu- 


% late with my father on the abfyr- 
e dity of his wiſhing me to deceive 


66 vou with Aa feigued affection; , and. 


e begged he would not urge me to 
+, a;conduR- that was not only baſe 


Vor. I. H „in 


£ 
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4 in itſelf, but muſt be produc- 
« tive of unhippineſs' to your lady- 
& fhip, ſhould - yout ſentiments” of 
% me happen to prove more partial. 
« You know his diſpoſition ; his hap- 
4 pineſs was intereſted in my com- 


ih pliance, and no objections would 
„ he hear. Love had little to do 


% jn matrimonial engagements ; - yet 
he though it did not then exiſt in 
my heart, muſt of courſe ſucceed 
„ an union in which was concent- 
& red the charms of e- e 
0 birth and Het fortune.” 133 

| FEELS S! 21+; 20 
— For ſome ime] liſtenedto hid argu- 
ments · but unconvinced-· at length 


* 


«i the: more il luſive ones of à friend 


&-who knew my boſom ſecrets, de- 


a termined me to ſubſcribe to his 
„ wiſhes; and truſting to what I be. 
gan to think a IN inſonſi- 


- 


; 11 "I: TY | &bility 


4 
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« bility to love, I flattered myſelf I 
„ ſhould be happier than many who 
enter the ſtate with leſs indifference; 
ceas inſtead of diminiſhedargour,every 
« ſucceeding day muſt increaſe my 
« eſteem, and ſhew me, I could not 
„ have ſelected a more deſerving ob- 
« ject, had my heart been conſulted 


jn the choice. b ; 


Piqued, as might be her vanity, 
in not having been able to inſpire 
me with warmer ſentiments ; theſe 
conceſſions were received with a com- 
placency that did credit to her heart: 
ſhe ingenuouſly confeſſed, that pre- 
judiced in my favour, ſhe ſhould rea- 
dily have encouraged my addreſſes, 
had ſhe not before diſcovered, that 
obedience to the wiſhes. of a father 
alone prompted me to make them; 
and added, ſmiling, that ſhe hoped 

I H 2 one 


- 
 . ; 
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one day to be amply revenged on 
me for my inſenſibility, by ſeeing 
me as romantically in love as the 
moſt ſighing ſhepherd in her train. 


With a generoſity peculiar to no- 
ble minds, ſhe then determined te 
brave the anger of her uncle, by 
taking the miſcarriage of our pur- 
poſed alliance on herſelf; and to 
prejudice her guardian with the be- 
lief that it was abſolutely declined on 
her part; intends ſoliciting his friend- 
ſhip in deprecating the diſpleaſure of 
the former, which well meant fneſ? 
muſt entirely obviate all ſuſpicions 
on the fide of my father; and 
though he bewails the diſappoint- 
ment of his hopes, there will be_no 
fear of his diſcovering the fource. 


4 J am 


E 
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I am e ſays her 
ladyſhip, when once of age; but 
„ with you the caſe is different; 
therefore to preſerve the friend- 
« ſhip of your father muſt be our 
« object. Leave the matter to me, 
« and all for the preſent will end as 
+ you could with it: but let me 
« adviſe you, my friend, to be as 
«© ſpeedy as poſſible in making an 
election of your on, leaſt your» 
« provident fire, more anxious to 
% ſhackle you than you are to be 
„ ſhackled, ſhould provide for you 
% another partner, to which your» 
<« heart may be as little inclined to 
6 furrendas itſelf, as to h Nr 
6 gent. | 41 


Thus ſunk our amorous negoci- 
ation into a. friendly one; and, for 
the r enerous conduct of this 
H 3 charm- 


» 
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charming woman, I ſincerely wiſh 
ſhe may foon meet with a lover more 
calculated ta do juſtice to her merit; 
for, according to her own words, 
(though my perverſe heart refuſed 
that tribute to her charms they fo 
juſtly claim from almoſt every be- 
holder) I ſhall ever love her as a 
Ner; and ſo ſtrongly has ſhe engag- 
ed my friendſhip, that ſhe might 
command my ſervices, even at the 
E of my life. | "En 


; And now, Prederick; it is tĩme to 
end my letter: in a ſhort time you 
ſhall hear from me again; in the 
mean while write if you have any 
thing worth communicating to 
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0 W unfortunate b in tales 

fo long deprived of the only ſatis- 
faction a diſtant friend can enjoy, that 
of weeping at thoſe diſtreſſes which 
they are not permitted perſonally to 
alleviate. How unhappy, not ſoon- 
er to have aſſured my Clara, that 
neither time, diſtance, or the maſt 
cruehexertions of her- malignant deſ- 
tiuy, can ever diminiſh the friendſhip 
of her Gertrude; ever eraſe from 
her remembrance the happy days 


. at B—— 1 11 
FO + H 4 n Your 
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_ _ Your letters, my deareft friend, 
all reached my hands at once: but 
this minute have I fintſhed the peru- 
fal of your firſt. packet; nor will 
my impatience tell you how much I 
ſympathize in your misfortunes ; 
permit me to ge through the laſt, 
till I have acquainted you why I have 
ſo long been Canons — iatiofac- 
tlon. d mn FN anumttonmsy SO 2 1 


* 
1 inf) Dy _ © 1 4” # 1 2 
4 $2” + 51 yi 


4 en Neſs has for ſome 
decke confined me tomy apartment; 
and at the moſ alarming period öf 

my diſorder, your' flrſt letters arrived 
at the priory. My mother attentive 
to nothing but tlie recovery of ther 
Gertrude, threw chem earsleſsly into 
one of the drawers of her eommode 
nor would, I believe, ever have recol- 
lected the receipt of them, had not 
the * K ern on tko fight 

of 
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of your laſt; and my emotions, 
after breaking the ſeal, on reading 
the few firſt lines, occaſioned her to 
inquire why I was ſo affected? 


«© Oh ! madam, my dear Clara is 
« unhappy ; ſhe has written: to me 
before, and from her letters hav= 
ing miſcarried, ſuggeſts that I no 
„ longer love her; fears that her 
+ misfortunes. have deprived her of 
* my friendſhip! Did ſhe know 
« that: I am yet a ſtranger to her 
« diftreſs, how pained would be her 
gentle heart to have wounded mine. 
66; Wannen in: Yo f 1278 

This ae at once recalled 
to the memory of her ladyſhip, your 
former packet. >; 


14 5 « My 
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„My dear child, I am extremely 
* ſorry J ſhould have forgot to give 
it you ſooner ; but I really be- 
„ lieve J have now by me a letter 
from Miſs Villeroy, which was de- 
„ livered juſt at the criſis of your 
« diforder, and my fears for your 
« fafety obliterating every other re- 
flection, I never ſhould have re- 
« collected it but for the receipt of 
„ this;” and ſlipping to her dreſſing- 
room, ſhe inſtantly produced your 
_—_— epiſtles. 


Words are inſufficient to paint the 
agitation of my mind, on learning the 
deciſion of a cauſe we never even 
heard was in difpute. Never fure 
was ſuch iniquitous proceedings; if 
ſuch is law, where muſt the injured 
look for juſtice ? 


My 
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My dear ſuffering friend, how do 
I commiſerate your fate. My Claia 
toil for her ſupport! Great God, can 
it be true? She who cloathed and 
fed ſo many, want means to indulge 
the benevolent emanations of her 
heart! 


| Sack an event is almoſt ſufficient 
to ſtagger the moſt ſettled principles; 
for though taught to believe, that 
every change in life is ordained by 

the will of an all-wiſe Providence; 
yet, ſince virtue is ſaid to render us 
acceptable in the ſight of Heaven; 
when we behold guilt triumphant, 
and innocence depreſſed, is it not 
enough to impreſs us with the belief 
that all is the effect of chance, ra- 
ther than the diſpenſations of a be- 

nificent Creator ? 3 


- 
. 1 
4 o 
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Ah! let me retract the impius 
ſuggeſtion, and conſole myſelf with 
thinking, that the misfortunes of 
my Clara are only ordained as a tem- 
porary exertion of her virtues, which 
muſt become ſtilß more radiant when: 
purified in the furnace of affliction. 
, God tempereth the wind to the 
_ + ſhorn lamb,” fays poor Maria and 
he doubtlefs propoftions alſo our for- 
titude to our ſufferings ; gives to 
the mind a calm für everx ill, and 
enables us to extract ſweets from bit - 
ters; otherwite how would the gen- 
tle. delicate frame of my amiable 
friend, reſiſt the painful ſhock of 
fuch- a ſudden change; precipitatec 
at once from the height of afſtu- 
ence and ſplendour, to the- Humble; 
vale * and daily labour. 24, 
nie 


How: 


THE PLATONIC MARRTAGE., 157 


How do I venerate your good old 
Dinah; the honeſt zeal. of ſuch a 
faithful creature, at an age in which 
intereſt is the general view, would 
endear her to my heart, as much as 
Jam convinced it does to hers, who» 
eſtimates the valuable qualities of 
the mind, beyond the fineſt accom 
eee een 5 

e 15 a 

Rarely * we meet  fuch 8 | 
of fidelity. Like thoſe inſects which 
play but in the rays of the ſun, and are 
difperſed. by fudden clouds: proſpe- 
rity ſhews us many friends, which 
adverſity withdraws a fiacere one, 
in. any rank of life, is therefore to: 
nn ta be cheriſhed. A: 

vs . 21 951 i mD 31 7 2444 

4 little plan has juſt due to 
me, whgeh-L think, my dear, would' 
— than. diſpoſing 

118 | of | 


* 
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of your embroidery at Paris.—I will 
fimſh your laft packet, and then com- 
municate it to you. Tit? 


O, my Clara, what a cruel fate 
is yours ; I have wept over. your diſ- 
treſſes till 1 can hardly ſee: to finiſh 
my letter, the emotions of my heart 
varying every ſucceeding line. One 
minute I am exalted beyond myſelf 
in admiration of your pious reſig · 
nation to your humble ſtate, and filial 
affection to the beſt of parents; the 
next charmed with the calm ſerenity 
in which you ſpoke of the intended 
means of ſecuring him from want: 
but when I came to the part in which 
all your virtuous hopes are blaſted 
by the hand of ingratitude nd vil- 

lany, my blood froze within me, 
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and I could hardly aſſume ae to 
peruſe the reſt. | | 


What a . auen your in- 
jured father on a bed of ſickneſs, and 
no dependance but on the produce of 
your work. Ah! what hardſhips 
may you not have ſuſtained even be- 
fore this can reach your hands ; the 
moment it does reach them, let me 
intreat my beloved friend, to make 
uſe of the incloſed letter of credit on 
Meſſrs. R to ſupply preſent con- 
tingencies, and aſſure herſelf, that 
if any. thing can ſupport. my ſpirits 
under the knowledge of her affliction, 
it is that of being permited to ſoſten 
thoſe.ills which Omnipotence only 
can remove. Often have you heard 
me ex patiate on the indulgence of my 
parents, nor did I exaggerate their 


ne and n enables me 
L to 


* FILM — 
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to obey the diftates of my heart 
without the leaſt inconvenence to 
myſelf; therefore, if Gertrude Spen- 
cer has that place in your friendſhip 
the is ſanguine enough to believe, do 
not, my deareſt girl, from any re- 


- fined ſcruples of delicacy, refuſe her 


the ſatisfaQion: of accepting the tri- 


fling ſervices the offers; between. 
friends they are inadmiſſible; and 
would you not wiſn me ſtill more 


wretched. than: I ſhall remain till I 


again hear from you, deny. me not 
the moſt convincing proof I can re- 
ceive,. that my fincerity remains, 


unqueſtioned,. 


My haſte to difpatch-this will not 
permit me to expreſs half the pangs 
Efeel in the reflection of your misfor- 
tunes; or with what alacrity I would: 
| ay to yield my Clara perſonal con- 
3 ſolation, 


oe 1 W 8 1 8 
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ſolation, did not the watery element 
divide us: but I truſt there needs no 
profeſſions to perſuade her, that in 
adverſity, as in proſperity, ſhe will 
ever poſſeſs the undiminiſhed eſteem 
and warmeſt —_— 1 her N 


ah.. 


GERTRUDE, 


P. S. Inſtead of attending ſo aſſi- 
duouſly to her embroidery, let me. 
intreat my beloved friend, that tha 
preſervation of her health may em- 
ploy ſome thare of her attention. I 
have thought of a ſcheme for tlie diſ- 
Sal of your little works of ingenu- 
ity, that will render ſuch intenſe! 
application leſs needful, than when 
you depended on promafcuous pur- 
chaſers. You know the partiality of, 
2 for: foreign productions, 
2 (nor 


— 
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(nor is it: to be wondered, ſince in 
works of genius you certainly. ſur- 


paſs us) permit me then ton be your 
agent; and I ſhall have the double 


ſatisfaction of obliging my acguaint- 


ance and diſpoſing of your mer- 


chandize to more advantage than 


you can poſſibly do at Paris. 


But whatever you do, let not your 
attention to this buſineſs prevent 
you from devoting ſome portion of 


your time to avocations more ſalu- 


tary to your health than a conſtant 
application to your work; as a little 


well difpoſed of, will anſwer all the 


end of perpetual labour, | Rememb# 
it is the requeſt' of your Gertrude, 
that no more is ſent to Paris; and 
another requeſt, ſtill more conſe- 
quential to her repoſe is, that when 


the purple amarynth and glow- 
8 ing 


* 
ah 8 jor” 6 1 a 


_ 
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ing roſe-bud blooms beneath your 
finger, you will not forget that 
too diligent attention to your frame 
fades the rofes on your cheeks; and 
that the injury done to nature can 
never be redreſſed by art: above all, 
think that the pleaſure I ſhould ex- 
perience in contemplating the ani- 
mated productions of your hands, will 
be loſt in the reflection of the weari- 
ſome hours you have paſt in bringing 
them to perfection; and in pity to 
my feelings, if not to her own eaſe, 
let that prevail on my Clara to work 
leſs, walk more, and believe that ſhe 
cannot give a more convincing proof 
of her affection than in accepting 
chearfully my little efforts to ſerve 
her; as the pleaſure of doing it 


could be exceeded only by that of 


ſceing her again in a ſituation to ren- 


der {uch ſervices unceneſſary. Again, 


ay 
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my deareſt friend, adieu: may your 
valuable parent be ſoon reſtored to a 
ſtate of convaleſcente, and your af- 
fictions be only a probationary eflay 
of your fortitude and virtues, will be 
the continual prayers of 


Your affectionate 


Q. 


'LET.. NH : 


vp. 
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LECT 


* 


LORD EDWARD canreper TO SIR FREDERICK 
DENBETGH, 


TIP 


1 N 1 
Q ow * - - .- 
: 4 


N. , | 


A! Ha! Ha ! was ever ſo lu- 
dicrous an interdiction nul 
pennck ? 


In paſſing our FR s par- 
lour juſt now, I obſerved a bible lay 
open upon the table, and taking it in 
my hand, with à view of ſeeing to 
what part of the ſcriptures. the good 
woman's attention was directed. 

| The 


1 


: 
$ 
4 K 
17 1 
91 
' U 
' 
. 
* 
. o 
o * 
„ 
1 
G 5 
ry 
* 
; 
, : 
- 


5 
7 
1 


- — p_— - od 
7 — 


— 2 * 
— £ — . 
-- 
= 
ey 


= — © 


166 THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 


The firſt ſentence which ſtruck my 
eyes was 3 


„ You my not marry your 
6 grand mother. . 


I think Mrs. Meadows the High- 
gate exception, ** unleſs you like 
her better than her grand-daugh- 
« ter, might be added with much 
« propriety,” ſaid I, laughing, and 
was abſolutely going to make that 
emendation, by interlining the words, 
had not the pious ſoul looked ſo vi- 
ſibly agitated, leaſt I ſhould pro- 
phane her book, that I could not 
have the heart to pats uy . 


1 could e as plat written on 


her features, as if the had pronounc- 


ed aloud the interrogation, % Mer- 


We eiful Heaven! is is n my 


* young 


_ 44 cred truths it contains, much as 


“ refltefts/ that it once was abſolutely 
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4 young lord, whom I thought the 
10 pattern of ſobriety and every other 
« virtue, can make jeſt of the holy 
„bible!“ 


% No, Mrs. Meadows,” replied I, 
Aas if ſhe had really articulated this 
ſilent ejaculation, '** I revere the ſa- 


66. you do yourſelf, though delivered 
«in an age in which neither ſerip- 
1 tural facts, or the moral reflections 
*« which. accompanies them, were 
* indebted to elegance. of language, 
4 or ſentimental beauties ; but yet 
it is not in nature to reſtrain. an 
© inclination to riſibility, when one 


= 
= = — e = - — 
1 or. 


+7 "2 HL DAE? 
et — 


£ yy 
0G. $0 42 9.4 264 ag, 


— 


— n — — 


D 


a — — fe 


*© neceſſary to enforce. ſuch prohibi- 
tions. Our anceſtors muſt certainly 
have ſtrange antediluvian notions, 
6 has cy age to youth. - Did you 


innen 
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ever ta your life perceive in your- 
* ſelf a with to be united to your 
% grandfather?” | | 


Why no, my lord, ” relaxing 
a littie from the gravity which her 
ideas of my impiety had inſpired, 
I cannot ſay I ever did; but all 
„people's inclinations are not alike ; 
< it is therefore neceſſary ſuch in- 
<< terdictions ſhould remain in force, 
& fince, what is not very probable, 
„may once in a n, Aten to 
#6 de pothible.” Rex vle 61 

FI $3 04 1 

— Tron tus, chere is no ac- 
counting for taſte: ſome part of 
“ mankind delight in antiquities ; 
« ſuch of courſe. would prefer the 
% mould: - relicks of an antient 
Venus, to the youthful charms 
of the mit blooming beauty 


66 every 
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« every man in his humour, you 
„ know,” 


And I left the good chriſtian to 
make what comments ſhe pleaſed 
upon my levity ; but doubt I ſhall 
not very ſoon recover my credit in 
her opinion for though only a paſ- 
ſage at the fag end of the bible, ſtill 
to have laughed at any thing in ſa- 
cred writ, 1s I dare ſay, as heinous 
an offence in her opinion, as to ſpeak 
againſt the ſtate in the dominions of 
his Pariſian Majeſty. 


Should I ever find myſelf attracted 
by the irreſiſtible charms of one of . 
theſe prohibited antiques (an event 
which I think is not very likely to 
happen, as I have not the _— 
to be bleſt with a grandmother), 1 
will apply to my lovely miniature as 
Vo. I. 1 Stern 
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Stern did to the Monk's horn- box, 
to preſerve me againſt the faſci- 


nation, and truſt in that I ſhall ever 
find a ſhield to defend my heart 
againſt the allurements both of youth 
and age, unleſs the former appears 
to my longing eyes-in the attractive 
form of this charming phantom. 


Laugh at my folly, if you pleaſe, 
Denbeigh ;- but ſeriouſly, I worſhip 
this inanimate miſtreſs more religi- 
ouſly than ever did pious catholic the 
relicks of his ſaint; and to wean my 
affections from it would be a taſk 
more arduous, than towe an a man 
of pleaſure from the gayeties of life. 


When I come to town, which I 
believe will not be in the courſe of 
a fortnight (as the Nugents talk of 
leaving us about that period); we 

5-465 will 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 171 


will traverſe together every place of 
public reſort, for the young and 


beautiful, in hopes of finding this 


phoenix of female ſweetneſs : yet 
it will be a reſearch from which 1 


my heart, that in the boſom of re- 


tirement, (a more fruitful ſoil for in- 


. FA 11 
ſhall entertain no very ſanguine ex- 


pectations; as ſomething whiſpers 


nocence and beauty), the exotic 


blooms ; ſhould its whiſperings be 
verified, my probation 1s not likely 


to be very ſpeedily terminated ; as 
nothing but accident can diſcover to 


me my happineſs ; and accidents in 
our favour do not fo frequently oc- 


cur, as thoſe of a leſs pleaſing na- 


ture, 


I had almoſt forgot to tell you 


how my father ſupported his diſap- 
pointments :—{(this ſweet ſhadow 
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drives all ſubſtance from my 
thoughts) indeed, Frederick, he 
bore it moſt ſurpriſingly. Lady 
Lucy ſo prettily pleaded her anti- 
pathy to matrimony, and ſo earn- 
.eftly intreated him to be her cham- 
; pion in the cauſe of liberty, that he 
became intirely the dupe of our fi- 
neſſe, and began ſeriouſly to believe, 
that a coolneſs on the part of her 
ladyſhip had firſt given birth to the 
averſion I expreſſed, when ever he 
preſſed me to fulfil his wiſhes, 


Greatly as his heart was fixed upon 
this alliance, his pride was too much 
piqued by her ſuppoſed inſenſibility 
to the attractions of his ſon, to ad- 
mit of an argument in favour of his 
hopes, when the generous girl de- 
clared to him, the ſex were all alike 
indifferent to her; and till her 

6 7 ; | heart 
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heart experienced a warmer attach- 
ment than it had hitherto done for 


any of her lovers, ſhe could not- 
think of entering into an engagement 


that was to laſt for life. He calmly 
wiſhed ſhe might meet with one 
more deſerving than him, on whom 


it had been the united wiſh of her. 


family that her choice ſhould fall ; 
aſſured her, that on his part, no re- 
ſtraint ſhould be laid upon her in- 
clinations ; and added, ſhe might 
depend on his endeavours to recon- 
cile her uncle to a ſimilar way of 


thinking. 


The ſame day his lordſhip ſent for 
me to his cloſet ; but before he ac- 


quainted me with what had paſſed 


between them, aſked gravely, how 


went on my love affairs ? ö 
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Not at all, fir; her ladyſhip 
&. ſeems to have no ear for the ſub- 
* ject; at leaſt, I do not ſeem. to be 
the object deſigned to gen her 
& affections.“ 


* They muſt be very lethargic 
© ones then, I am inchned to think, 
„ (ſurveying me with an eye of 
&« parental partiality) yet her coun- 
5 tenance ſtrangely miſinterprets 
„ her feelings; for an hundred 
<«.times ] have thought I could diſ- 
«© cover in them the warmeſt predi- 
lection in your favour. I am glad 
« however, fince it happened ſo, 
ce that your own inclinations did not 
« prompt you to purſue the mat- 
&« ter more anxiouſly ; for I have 
& no notion of feeding the vanity 
„of theſe inſenſibles, by an appear- 


« ance of diſappointment. To tell 
& vou 


* 
* 


Mo 
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you the truth, ſhe has this morn- 
« ing acquainted me with her diſin- 
e clination to matrimony ; and beg- 
« ged me to intercede with Lord 
« M— to relinquiſh all thoughts 
« to the propoſed alliance, as ſhe 
„ had never yet ſeen the man with 
« whom ſhe could be happy. De- 
-+ firous as I was, of bringing you 
* together, you, may be ſure I af» 
« fected as much indifference, as her 


. + ladyſhip, and aſſured her I ſhould 


«© never make uſe of the authority 
„of a guardian, either to reſtrain, 
„or influence her inclinations ; and 
« ſince that was the ſtate of her 
heart, wiſhed ſhe. might make a 
«© more agreeable choice. I could 
e almoſt have added, that I believed 
no ill. conſequences would ariſe 
from your diſappointment ;. but 
* I thought that would be ſaying 
0 "Wh | I 4 66 too 
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66 too much, however dictated by 


truth.” 


— * I am very ſorry you did not, 


fir ; for why ſhould we reſent a 
determination that has prudence 
for its baſis? Was every one 
thus reſolved againft marriage, 
till called upon by their heart to 
make an election, the number of 
divorces would be leſſened, and 
married lovers ceaſe to be a phe- 
nomenon. If any thing could in- 
creaſe my attachment to Lady 


Lucy beyond the medium of 


friendſhip, it would be this proof 
of her good ſenſe; for ſurely a 
woman cannot betray a greater 
proof of inſenfibility, than to ac- 
cept the hand of a man e can- 


not love.” 4 


— Pho! 
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—*«< Pho! pho! marriage, Ned, 
is a political inſtitution z and 
among the great, leſs intended to 
cement the happineſs, than intereſt 
of the parties; love is only de- 
ſigned as an amuſement for the 
Damons and Phillida's of the 
paſtoral ſcenes; it ſhould have 


nought to do in the life of a man 


of faſhion, who can always find 
fufficient to intereſt his thoughts, 
without the painful refinements 
of a paſſion that ſpoils. him for 


-the world. You will one day, I 


hope, think differently than at 
preſent : inſtead of an averſion to 
each other, one would have ima- 
gined that the ſimilarity of ſenti- 
ment between my ward and your- 
ſelf, would have inſtinctively at- 
tached you; but no matter, ſince 


it does not happen ſo, we muſt 


I 5 look 
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© look out for another as rich and 
&« beautiful, who is not quite fo 
% difficult to be charmed. bm 


— Is marriage then a part of 
* one's deſtiny, fo eſſential to be 
4% falfilled, whether inclination 
„ prompts, or not? I do not at 
* prefent find the leaſt deſire to 
* change my ſtate ; therefore muſt 
« beg your lordſhip will not take 
that trouble.“ | 


2“ Certainly it is, who would 
«© with their title ſhould become 
« extinct? and on your -marrying, 
bs properly reſts all my hopes of ſee- 
ing mine honourably handed down 
"of ** 


—* Tf that is the principal mo- 
ce tive for your anxiety on the fub- 
rs | | | 66 " ts 
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« ject, I truſt, fir, it will be an» 
« ſwered quite as well ſome years 
% hence as now; at preſent, the 
«« greateſt bleſſing Jam ſenfible of, 
„ independent of your affection, is 
. liberty; — by and by, perhaps, my 
66 ſentiments may, alter.” 


Sore: company being announced, 
interrupted our curious harangue, 
and left me to my reflections. How 
ſtrange, Frederick, that mankind 
ſhould be leſs anxious to tranſmit 
their virtues than their titles ; leſs 
fearful of ſullying the pure channel 
of the former, than diſgracing the 
latter; but ſo it is! noble birth 
and large eſtates, in an alliance for 
their children, is generally conſulted 
before the riches of the mind. I 
cannot, however, condemn mine, of 
overlooking + that deficieney in his 
uv I 6 recent 
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recent choice for me: but yet it is 
with me a moot point, whether, had 

her ladyſhip leſs; abounded in the 
graces of the mind (all other circum- 
ſtances concurring to render the 
union deſirable) he would have made 
that an objection. 


The matter, however, has hap- 
pily terminated, though not, (as 
moſt novels do) in wedlock. And pla- 
tonic ſyſtem, which is much more 
to my inclination, has ſucceeded it. 


When we come to town, (as La- 
dy Lucy and her brother reſide with 
her uncle Lord M—, during the 
minority of the latter) we are to be 
on the moſt focial footing, and I 
hope thall often ſee you in our par- 
ties. We are juſt going to celebrate 
the —_—_— of 'Sir Patrick Mel- 

vin's 


2 


> 
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vin's nuptials. You know his lady; 
they are a worthy couple ; doubly 
ſo, becauſe unfaſhionable :—if ever 
I marry, may the return of my hy- 
meneals be welcomed with the heart- 
felt ſatis faction which ſeems to at- 
tend theirs:—if appearances and 
their own avowals may be credited, 
after an union of thirteen years, they 
enjoy all thoſe pure delights which 
Thomſon ſo delicately annexes to his 
deſcription of; irtuous love. Lady 
Lucy is in raptures at the thought 


of atſiſting at the feſtive ſcene. 
Adieu. 


Ever yours, 


| CARTERET, 


, 
[ 
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LETTER XL 


MISS VILLEROY TO LADY GERTRUDE 
SPENCER. ; 


A FTER the moſt cruel ftate of 
inquietude that ever deſpondent 
heart experienced, I have at, length 
the felicity to find I till. live in the 
remembrance of my Gertrude; am 
ſtill dear to her affections; and the 
certainty of being ſo, conſoles me 
under every misfortune : her wel- 
come aſſurances of unalterable friend- 
ſhip now lay before me; I peruſe 
them again and again, yet cannot ſuf- 
ficiently feaſt my eyes with the de- 
lightful 


| - 
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lightful truths ; the ſatisfaction they 
inſpire me with, can only be damped 
in reflecting on the cauſe which ſo 
long retarded it : happy 1s it for the 
children of affliction, that fate does 
not expoſe all its evils to their fight, 
or your poor Clara muſt have ſunk 
under the blended calamity of a ten- 
der parent's ficknefs, and the danger 
of a beloved friend. 


How ſhall I expreſs thoſe acknow- 
ledgements which ſwell a heart un- 
able to ſpeak its gratitude : indeed, 
my deareſt Gertrude, there needed 
not the generous proof, with which 
your letter is accompanied, to con- 
vince me of the fincerity of an at- 
tachment I could never doubt, but 

when the clouds of def; e caſt 
a veil over my reaſon. 


—_ 5 


With 
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With pleaſure ſhould I obey thoſe 
kind injunctions which reſult from 
a friendſhip as delicate as ſincere, had 
not a train of unexpected events, 
ſince I wrote my laſt, occaſioned a 
material change-in my affairs, and 
rendered it at preſent unneceſſary for 
me to make uſe of your note on 
Meſſrs. R . You have wept 
at our afflictions, and will, I am ſure, 
my dear, rejoice at our good fortune, 
when I tell you, that in the hour 
when we thought even Providence 
no longer intereſted in our preſerv- 
ation, and impioufly abandoned our- 
ſelves to deſpair, Heaven raiſed us 
vp a friend; ſuch a friend, as next 
my Gertrude, muſt ever poſſeſs the 
tendereſt place in my eſteem, 


Ah! has he not preſerved my fa, 
ther, ſaved me from the united 
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pangs of ſeeing myſelf a wretch- 
ed orphan, and the moſt affectionate 
of parents a ſacrifice to want? 


The miſeries which affected your 
gentle heart, on the perufal of my 
laſt, are far. inferior to thoſe I have 
ſince experienced. My malignant 
fate, not then at its criſis, relaxed 
not its ſeverity, till the burthen of 
my woes became ſo heavy, that 
death was the only proſpect which 
afforded conſolation, 


Ten days I attended the bed of 


my afflicted father, who with the 


remains of our ſhattered fortune, 
ſeemed to have loſt all his fortitude ; 
and unable to ſuſtain the bitter load 
of grief which preyedupon his heart, 


vielded to its deſtroying impulſe, till 


it had nearly brought him to his 
ils. grave, 
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grave. Judge the diſtraction of your 


_ unhappy friend; her ſmall remains. 


of caſh exhauſted ; no reſource for 
a ſupply but by the labour of her 
hands, (which conſtant watching 


rendered impoſſible to procure) and 


the hourly proſpect of want before 
her eyes: add to that, her inability 
to procure ſuch medical aſſiſtance as 
the melancholy ſituation of her parent 
ſeemed to require, and you will be- 
heve there could not exiſt a more 
wretched being; unleſs it were 
one who to the inflictions of Pro- 
vidence, united: a conſciouſneſs of 
deſerving them. 


With the utmoſt difficulty I fi- 
niſhed a beautiful waiſtcoat that was 
near completion, and fearful that 
the produce when difpoſed of, would 
not be ſufficient for our ſubſiſtence 

till 
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till I was able to attend more aſſi- 
duouſly to my work, I collected 
together ſeveral trifling articles of 
the ſuperficial part of my wardrobe, 
and giving them to Dinah begged 
ſhe would endeavour to diſpoſe of 
them alſo ; or ſhould-. ſhe not meet 
with a purchaſer, try to borrow a 
few. livres on them for our preſent 
ſupply; as I was not only deftitute 
of money for our houſehold ex- 
pences, but in daily expectation of 
being called upon for the reut ob our 
little cottage. | 


The poor creature took them up 
ſeveral times, watered them with 
her tears, and then laying them 
down again, looked fo pathetically 
upon me (as if to make compariſons 
between my preſent appearance and 
that of thoſe happy days in which 
X | the 


\ 
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ſhe had beheld me adorned with the 
ornaments I was now going to ſa- 
crifice to our neceſſities) that her 
diſtreſs communicated itſelf to my 
heart; and though I experienced not 
a pang from the idea of parting with 
the uſeleſs trappings of vanity 
which lay before us, ſuch a combi- 
nation of painful reflections ruſhed 
inſtantly into my mind, that my 


tears flowed on as faſt as hers; and 


to hide my emotions, I ran out of the 
room, deſiring her to loſe no time 
in theſe unavailing regrets, but haſ- 
ten to Paris, and do her beſt in diſ- 
poſing of her merchandize. 


She took them up with as much 
reluctance, as a perſon who is driven 
by diſtreſs to commit an act of guilt, 
and, reſpiring a ſigh expreſſive of her 
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feelings, turned out of the houſe 
witli a heavy heart. 


From my window I ſaw her walk 

acroſs the firſt field; and when 
ſhe had reached the other ſide 
of the hedge, believing herſelf 
unſeen by any one, but the Om- 
nipreſent Being to whom ſhe ad- 
dreſſed her prayers, ſunk upon her 
knees in the attitude of ſupplica- 
tion. 


My ſenſations at beholding the 
taithful ſoul in this affecting poſture, 
may be far better conceived than 
they can poſſibly be exprefled : in a 


few minutes ſhe aroſe, apparently 


purſuing her journey with re-ani- 


mated ſpirits ; and wiping away my 


tears, I repaired to the chamber of | 


my declining parent, 1 
TIN He 
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He had juſt awoke from a re- 
freſhing ſleep ; and the calm ſerenity 
of his countenance prepoſſeſſed me 

with the pleaſing idea of his being 
better than I had beheld him for 
ſome preceding days. 


Come here, my Love, ſaid 
he, extending his emaciated hand, 
l feel myſelf inſpired with un- 
„ uſual ſpirits to-day; my heart 
& ſeems to have ſhaken off its load; 
„ fit down by my bed, and I will 
tell you a dream I have juſt had, 
that I am preſuaded is portentous 
of ſome unexpected blefling.” 


Il ſeated myſelf by him, and having 
with difficulty prevailed on him to 
take ſome ſmall refreſhment, ' leaſt 
too much talking ſhould exhauſt his 
ſtrength, he proceeded (in a voice 

7 Wy 6 | more 
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more firm than he had ſome time 


ſpoke) to give me a particular ac- 
count of his viſionary ſcenes. 
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„I thought, my dear Clara, we 
were both lingering on a life of 
penury in this obſcure retreat; 
myſelf gradually finking into the 
ſilent grave, and thou toiling for 
daily ſuſtenance ; the wind blew, 
the rain beat againſt our cottage, 
which too ſlightly built to ſuſtain 
the rude ſhocks of Boreas, we èx- 


pected momentary would tumble 


on our devoted heads. Dinah 
trembling for our ſafety, exerted 


all her ſtrength to ſupport the 


< tottering ſtructure, and praying 


ardently to Heaven to preſerve 


us from the threatened danger, 


methought her pious ejaculations 
reached the throne of 'mercy : 
| « of 
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of a ſudden the -winds ceaſed, 
not a breath of air was ſeen to agi- 
e tate the ſurrounding trees; and 
the ſun breaking inſtantly from 
«© the before impenetrable clouds, 
* ſhone ſo reſplendent on our hum- | 
ble dwelling, that its benign in- | 
& fluence communicated the warmth | 
„ even to our hearts; and I found 
„ myſelf ſo much reſtored to vigour 
„that I left my couch, and walked 
„with you to the door, that J 
might contemplate with grati- 
“ tude, the ſerene beauties of the 
* azure element. 


&« At that minute, a man of vener- 
sable aſpe& appeared upon our threſ- 
hold; his veſtments were ſuch as 
ci are worn by terreſtrials; but the be- 


„ nevolence which illumined his ma- 
«* jeſtic 
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« jeſtic' features _ him ; a ele 
« tial. 

„With dignity unutterable he ex- 
e tends to each an hand; offered to 
« us his friendſhip, and vowed aneter- 
nal attachment to our intereſt, 
„Led by the heavenly conductor, 
% who ſtrewed roſes in our path, we 
« traverſed large tracts of land till 
« we reached the ſea; when em- 
« barking in a ſtately veſſel, we 
e were ſoon conveyed to my native 
« clime, and there, heaping on us 
« wealth and honours, he became 
the guardian of our fate. 


« You, my Clara, arrayed in a 
robe of ſpotleſs innocence, me- 
« thought preſided over his noble 
„ manſion, where, united in the 
bonds of love, we all lived bleſt 

VOL, I, K « and 
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< and have. nor felt another pang 

of grief till called to rejoin his 

« kindred angels, this heaven-born 

* friend forſook his earthly palace, 

ay here ſomething, interrupt- 

„* the courſe of my dream; and 
& tranſ} ported at once from the 
«© chamber of mourning to the tem- 
ple dedicated to Hymen, I beheld 
« you aſcending: the ſteps of the ſa- 
, credaltar, where, met by a youth 
„ of graceful mien, (and in nothing 
« differing from our benefactor but 
* in years) you offered up to him 
e your virgin heart; and vowing to 
* each other unchangeable affection, 
the prieſt joined your hands, cal. 
ling upon the ſpirit of the dear de- 
4 ceaſed, to witneſs and bleſs your 
« nuptials, the heavenly benediction i as 
& ſoon wafted from above, was ec-M ha 
* choed by the celeſtial choir, who in 
„tuning 
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« tuning their harps to the moſt 
« enchanting notes, the dome of 
« the ſacred temple reſounded with 
« the harmonious ſounds ; and as 
« they warbled forth your epithala- 
«© mum, I awoke from my dream of 
« happineſs.—Surely, my child, I 
© muſt have ſlept an unſual length 
6 of time, or how is it poſſible this 
« jllufive ſcene could have been ap- 
i parently ſo long continued?“ 


I aſſured him, that the whole 
time in which the active powers of 
ſleep had been thus buſy in preſent- 
ing to his imagination this intereſt- 
ing dream, had not at moſt exceeded 
an hour, which did not ſo much aſ- 
toniſh me, I myſelf as often had, in 


as ſhort a ſpace, been conveyed over 
half the world: but the ſubje& had 
in it ſomewhat ſo extraordinary, that 

K 2 it - 
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it made the moſt indelible impreſ. Ml 
ſion on my mind, nor could I the 
whole day direct my thoughts to any . 


other. 


It is impoſſible to define the na- Ml © 
ture of thoſe ſenſations with which l ſ 
found myſelf agitated: one minute M 
I thought it certainly prognoſtic of n 
better davs; the next, overſhadow- 1 
ed by depreſſion, I interpreted it, as Ml th 
an omen of my beloved parent's 
being ſoon removed from this vale of 
miſery ; and feared that the hex 
venly; muſicians he had heard chant 
my epithalamium, inſtead of tuning 
their harps to a nuptial ſong, were 
welcoming his fleeting foul to the 
abodes of bliſs. Anxiouſly did I long 
for the return of Dinah, that I might 
communicate to her 'my various e- 
motions, and learn her opinion of 


| the 
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the prophetic viſion; it was then 
but noon, and at earlieſt I could not 
expect her back till after ſunſet. 


As if buoyed on the wings of ſe- 
cret hope; my father ſuſtained his 
ſpirits throughout the day; he con- 
verſed with all the calmneſs of a 
mind at eaſe, and eat the little repaſt 
I had prepared for him more with 
the appetite of a convaleſcent 'than- 
one, who, but a few hours before had 
been loſt to every earthly enjoy- 
ment, x 


With pain I beheld this change: 


for having often heard that death is 


preceded by unuſual _ craving, I 
doubted not but that the gout with 
which he fed was ſurely prognoſtic. 
of approaching diſſolution. 


K 3 The 
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The perturbation of my mind is 
inconceivable by thoſe who have 
never felt a ſimilar diſtreſs. - Could 
any one have that day beheld me, 
am | perſuaded they muſt have 
judged, from my agitated features, 
that Nr had taken its flight. 


5 


My eyes turned e ee to- 


wards the face of my beloved parent, 


expecting every minute to behold 
ſome fatal change: the leaſt alter- 
ation of his countenance prejudiced me 
with the belief that he was going to 
breathe his expiring ſighs; and 


though he ſpoke to me frequently 


with apparent chearfulneſs, the 
powerful force of fear preſented to 
my terrified imagination death ho- 
vering round his pillow; nor dare 
for a moment quit the room, leaſt 


the grim monarch ſhould, in my 
f abſence, 


l 
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abſence ſeize his prey, and leave 
me even deſtitute of a laſt paternal | 
benediction. 


Thus "aſſed the d in a rapid 
fucceflion of doubts and fears; one 
minute raiſing my heart in filent 
prayers to Heaven, imploring it to 
avert the dreaded hour ; the next, 
overcome with deſpair, and ready to 
fink on the bed beſide him. 


But as the ani approached, 
my ſpirits began to revive; I ven- 
tured to crawl as far as the window 
to look for Dinah; and after being 
ſeveral times diſappointed, had the' 
fatisfaQtion to ſee her juſt iir the 
ſame ſpot, where, 1 in the morning, 
I had beheld her in the ſupplicant 
poſture I have before ene | 


K 4 | As 


200 THE PLATONIC. MARRIAGE. 


As ſhe drew, nearer the houſe, I 
perceived the had ſtill in her hand 
the bundle I had given her to diſ- | 
8 of. 


rn Alas! every thing conſpires to 
our unhappineſs,” ſaid I, . the 
cannot meet with a purchaſer ;” 
and overwhelmed with the diſap- 
pointment, I burſt into an agony of 
ſorrow. My father heard the ex- 
clamation ; but my haſte to let her 
in, prevented his 1 inquiring; whence it 
aroſe; and imagining that all her 
walks to Paris were to procure houſ- 
hold neceſſaries, had no ſuſpicions of 
the ſubject which occaſioned it; for 
to prevent an additional load of grief 
from falling on his already afflicted 
heart, I had kept from him the know- 
ledge of our money being expended ; 
and meant to have done ſo ſome time 
longer, 


. er 
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longer, had it been poſſible to con- 
ceal our neceſſitous ſit uation. 


Ah ! Dinah,” cried J, as I 
trembling advanced to meet her, 
« you have been unſucceſsful, and- 
* nothing remains but to ſink under 
% the burden of our afflition,—but 
I hope (while hope almoſt forſoox 
« me) you have not been ſo unfortu- 
« nate as to bring back the waiſt- 


6 coat alſo * 


* 


6 


2 a 


* No, God be thanked; my 
« dear. young lady, I diſpoſed of 
your work to ſuch a noble ſpirited 
« gentleman, that J had no occa- 
<« ſion to part with theſe,” (laying 
down the parcel, and at the ſame 
time giving me a paper in which 1. 
found 1 1 . 20 * 


an * 5 
* 49 LF > * 
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The fight almoſt deprived me of 
power to aſk her what it meant. I 
looked firſt on her, then upon the 
gold, and could not articulate a word ; 
but there was no need of interro- 
gations; for the honeſt creature, ex- 
hilarated with her good fortune, pro- 
ceeded to inform me, with a volubi- 
lity that hardly rendered her zmatel- 


ligible. 


6 God moſt furely heard my 
« prayers,” ſaid ſhe, or how 
te ſhould accident have produced fuch 
« a generous cuſtomer. I thought, 
« my dear young lady (who knows, 
„ do every thing for the beſt, 
„ however it may turn out,) would 
% not be angry, if I, for once, diſ- 
% obeyed her orders. So, before I 
offered either the work or things 
2 to any one as J uſed to do, I went 
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to the hotel de — and alk- 
ing if there were any Engliſh fa- 


milies at that time lodged. there, 
was told by an upſtart footman, 
(who ſtaring in my face, perceiv- 


) 


ed I was neither young or hand- 


ſome) that there was; but none 


who would purchaſe any of my : 


frippery, ſo I might carry it from. 
whence it came. 


9 Not at all diſconcerted at the 


inſolence of one who knew no bet- 


ter, 1 addreſſed myſelf to an el- 


and ſaid, I had ſome elegant em- 
broidery to diſpoſe of, if his lady 
would pleaſe to ſee it. 


With great good humour he re- 
plied, he had no lady, but if it was 


what would be equally acceptable 


K 6 . 200: ik 


derly man in livery who ſtood by; 
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3 
- 
* 


«6 


to gentlemen, he would take it 


to his maſter, who was an admi- 
rer of works of ingenuity, and 
loved to encourage them, 


„He took the waiſtcoat from me, 


. 


[4 [ 4 


CO 
640 
40 
( 
66 
«c 


66 


and carrying it up ſtairs, ſoon re- 


turned to bid me follow him; and. 


full - of joyful expeQation that it 
would prove a more profitable 
journey than I had expected, I 
preſented myſelf before the gentle- 
man, who looked upon me ſo be- 
nevolently, ſo expreſſive of his 
godlike diſpoſition, that if I had 
dared, I could have fallen at his 


feet and worſhipped him.“ 


—“ Sit down, my good woman,” 


| faid he, I have not yet had time to 
« ſurvey half the beauties, of your 


% merchandize ; but it appears 
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to me to be the work of ſome 


ſuperior genius; and if your terms 
are not too exorbitant I ſhall 
probably become the purchaſer. 


Have you only this?!“ 


— No, fir, at preſent that's the 


only one.” 


* But your daughter or niece, 
(for J ſuppoſe you are not the 


manufacturer yourſelf) can per- 
| haps complete ſome more before 


I return to England?“ 


— Alas! fir, gladly, J am ſure, 
would my poor young lady do it 


(for I have neither the honour 
to be her aunt or mother;) but 
my,unhappy maſter, the moſt be- 
loved of parents, is confined to a a 
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ing and watching by him, ſhe is 


unable to purſue her work : 


ſhould it pleaſe God to ſpare his 


life and reſtore him ſpeedily to 


health, ſhe will again ſtick to her 
frame, and perhaps might get 
another done by the time you 


want it; for ſhe is very induſ- 


trious, and thinks no labour too 
great; though, God knows, the 


was never accuſtomed to work for 


her ſupport till within theſe few 
months.” 


« Say you ſo, then indeed I pity 
her ; but what unfortunate event 
has reduced her to this necef- . 
TR” 26s 3M FR | 


— * Thinking it 8 do 9054 
and could not poſſibly do you any 
E I phicked up my ſpirits, and 

« told 
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& told him all about it; what a 
% good young lady you was; where 
% you lived; how my poor maſter 
&« loſt his fortune, and the villany 
« of the broker who run away with 
«© what was left; and, laſt of all, 
that driven to the utmoſt extre- 
% mity, I was then going to diſpoſe 
« of ſome of your cloaths.” 


— 6 Dear Dinah, how could vou 

do ſo? it was like aſking his af- 
« fiſtance ; I cannot bear to think 
« of it.“ 


* No, indeed, miſs, I did not, 
I only told him your ſituation, 
and he yielded it without my 
« aſking; for when I came to that 


c 


part about felling of your cloaths, > 


Aa tear of pity gliſtened in his eyes; 
= and — out * purſe he put 
feos the 
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_w_ the money into my hands, tell- 
ing me he would purchaſe all 


« you had leiſure to complete be- 
« fore he left the country; and beg- 
«« ged I would haſten home to com- 
« fort you. I hope, my dear miſs 
„Clara, you are not angry with 
« me;” ſeeing me look ſerious, 
] am ſure I would not have told 
„ him for the world, if I had thought 
it would give you any unhappt- 
« neſs.” 


— JI believe you would not, 


„Dinah; but could wiſh your 


« friendly zeal had not induced you to 
ebe quite ſo communicative, at leaſt 
* not to have told him the place of 


„our abode. We don't know the 
conſequence of laying ourſelves 


« under obligations to a ſtranger, 
4 a Sentlotnag too; had it been a 
66 lady 


46 
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lady it would not have ſiguified 


„ —ſuppoſe he ſhould come here.“ 


cs 


46 — Ah! 1 have done Wrong; 


1 ſee I have,” and the poor crea- 


ture began to , weep ; but if he 


66 


6 


s ® » 


66 
66 
66 


ſhould come, I can tell him you 
are ill, and then he won't expect 
to ſee you, though indeed he is an 
angel: I would walk ten miles to 
look at him any hour of the 


8 night.” 


1 Is he thac fo beds, 


4 
- 
cc 
cc 
«6 
cc 
6c 


x 
* 
* 


Dinah? How could you think 
of unfolding our diſtreſſes to a 
ſtranger? Many young men 
would have believed you had ſome 
ſiniſter view in it; who knows 
but thoſe may be his ſentiments; 
and inſtead of being a bleſſing, 


this gold may prove a curſe.“ 
* But 
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—< But if a young man might, 
% he, perhaps, may not; I would 
* anſwer for his heart, I am fure ; 
© there's goodneſs wrote in evety 
a ür of his venerable face; (for- 
« he ſeems older than your father.) 
„Should you ever ſee him, miſs, 
you'll love him as much as I do. 
« I dare ſay he is now happier than 
*© he has made us, in refleQing on 
* the good he has done ;—ſo pray do 
e not make yourſelf uneaſy about it. 
* This money will procure my 
4 poor maſter all the little coniforts 
c he ſtands in need of—pay the rent 
«© —fave you from the neceſſity of 
« parting with your cloaths,, and do 
a world of uſeful —_ beſide.” 
Thus ran he on, and I kite” 
talked for hours, had not the men- 
tion of my father, broke the train of 
| | | my 
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my difagreeable reflections; for, re- 
collecting his dream, a crowd of 
ideas ruſhed inſtantly: on my mind; 
and I began to think this ſeaſonable 
relief was abſolutely a gift ſent from 
Heaven, and as ſuch it was my duty 
to receive it without endeavouring to 
leflen its eſtimation by the chime- 
ras of ſuſpicion. | 


The earneſtneſs of our diſcourſe 
having alarmed my father, he faint- 
ly called out, to know if any thing 
had happened ; and before I had re- 
ſolved in what manner to break the 
ſubje& to him, Dinah anticipating 
the pleaſure he would receive from 
the relation, ran headlong into his 
room, and, in five minutes, had told 
the whole ſtory of her good luck, 
with the ſame volubility ſhe had de- 
livered it tome. 

Heaven 
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„Heaven be thanked,” cried he, 
as ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed ; “ did I 
„ not tell thee, my child, that this 
e dream portended ſome unexpected 
„ bleſſing. Vour pious endeavours 
“ to add to our little pittance has 
„ not been unobſerved by me, 
„ though you have ſo cautiouſly 
& concealed it; and the event ſhews, 
& that your induſtry was as pleaſ- 
ing in the eyes of that beneficent 
4 Being, (who delights in virtue and 
« rewards it,) as grateful to the 
„4 heart of your poor father who 
„ glories more in ſuch a daughter, 
4 then all the riches the world could 
« give him. Yes, I ſhall ſtill ſee you 
% happy; ſomething whiſpers me 
«© our ſufferings are over; and 
« though it ſhould pleaſe the Al- 
* mighty Diſpoſer of our lives in- 
« ſtantly to call me hence, I ſhould 
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depart in peace; ſo firm is my 


reliance, that he who never de- 


ſerts the virtuous but for a time, 
will raiſe you up a friend. Bleſ- 
ſed be the minute when this faith- 
ful creature was inſpired with 
the happy thought -of making 
known our unhappineſs to the be- 
nevolent Chriſtian who has fo 
generouſly contributed to our ne- 
ceſſities. Ah! has ſhe not ful- 
filled the firſt part of my dream; 
and the latter, I doubt not, is near 
to its accompliſhment. For does 
not the ſun indeed begin to ſhine 
on us?“ 


Dinah knew not what dream my 


father alluded to; but to ſee him ſo 
ſatisfied with her conduct, and ſeem- 
ingly ſo much better both in health 
and ſpirits than when ſhe left him in 


. 


the 


p_ 
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the morning, was quite beſide herſelf 
with joy. 


All the evening did ſhe expatiate 
on the happy conſequences that 
might enſue. An angel could never 
act but as one, and if ever angel ap- 
peared in human ſhape, it ſurely was 
this generous man ! The greateſt 


part of the night was elapſed before 


we left the chamber of my father, 
who felt himſelf ſo much amended 
that he would ſuffer neither of us to 
watch by him; and quitting him 
with much reluQance, I diſmiſſed 
my talkative companion, 'and on my 
pillow began to ruminate on the va- 


rious turns of fate. 


Shall I own to you, my Gertrude, 
that I did not feel half that ſatisfac- 
tion which might have been expected 

| 6 from 
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from this unhoped for., aſſiſtance. 
Alas! are there not in the world nu- 
merous libertines, who, under the 
cloak of benevolence, ſeek to gratify 
every unruly- paſſion of their hearts? 
e knew not. the character of our 
benefactor. Time was repreſented 


old; but even age is not always a” 


ſecurity for virtue : for are there not 
ſeducers in every ſtage of life? If 


vice has once taken up its abode in 


the mind of man, it ſeldom deſerts 
its throne till death cloſes the ſcene 
of guilt. Could I have been per- 
ſuaded that the ſame liberality would 
have been ptactiſed, had not Dinah 


ſo partially delineated the inconſider- 


able merits of her adored miſtreſs, 


I ſhould have experienced more ſe- 


renity ; but the inſult I had received 


from young Van Budel was too re- 
cent on my mind not to impreſs me 
| with 
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with the moſt unfavourable ideas of 
the deceptious ſex: and ſhould theſe 
fears be realized, (ſince he knew the 
place of our abode) what perſecu- 
tions might I not have cauſe to dread, 
if my little ſhare of perſonal attrac- 
tions ſhould happen to engage his 
attention. 


In theſe unpleaſing reflections, I 


wore away the hours till the return 


of day; and in my own mind had 
almoſt determined not to break into 


more of the money than what J 


judged to be the value of my labour 
(however preſſing our wants) till 
better aſſured I ſhould have no cauſe 
to regret the obligation. But it is 
now time to throw aſide my pen, as 
all Thave to relate will far ex ceed the 


| bounds of a letter. To-morrow I 
will reſume the ſubject, and'preſent 
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to my deareſt friend, the portrait of 
him I ſo greatly injured, when I con- 
founded him with the multitude who 
harbour vices under the guard of vir- 
tue, and make charity the cloak of 
ſin, Would I could perſonally pre- 
ſent him; but ſhould that happineſs 
never be permitted in this world, in 
future ages, when my Gertrude 1s 
tranſlated to a purer ſtate of bliſs, ſhe 
will difcern him among her kindred 
angels where he will be as conſpicu- 
ous among the bleſt, as pre-eminent 
among men. | 


Adieu, my love, my hand is 
cramped with writing ; but never 
would it be tired of aſſuring you, how 
eſtimable 1s your OP to the 
heart of 
* en 


CLARA. 


Vor. I. | L n 
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F "LETTER Xl 
THE SAME TO THE 1 


I HAVE a thouſand ſubjects on 
which I with to write, yet in the 
ſmall limits of even the largeſt ſheet 
of paper, can hardly find room for 
one. Would to Heaven we were not 
thus diſtantly ſeparated, that I might 
fly on the wings of expedition, to 
communicate, to conſult, and hold 
ſweet converſe with my friend, 


Since I concluded my laſt, I have 
been alarmed beyond expreſſion ; and 
| _ for the interpoſition of Provi- 

dence 
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dence and the beſt of men, had been 
a prey to the blackeſt villany;,—— 
That wretch ! the vile Van Budel— 
but his name contaminates my pen 
—let it then die, till after having 
exhauſted every other ſubject, I re- 
ſume it to contraſt his conduct with 
that of my reſpectable deliverer. 


But as I have not yet introduced 
to you the latter more than from the 


deſcriptions of Dinah, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to be methodical; I ſhall there- 


fore proceed in my relations of the 
event which ſucceeded her auſpi- 


cious journey to Paris, as if nothing 
had interrupted the thread of our dif- 
courſe, 


About a week afterwards (during 
which interval my dear father had 
lurpnfogly recovered his ſtrength) 
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having one afternoon fatigued my 
eyes with poring over my work, by 
way of relaxation, and ſenſible it 
would give him pleaſure, I fat down 
to my harpſichord, and played one 
of thoſe charming hymns you learnt 


me when at B—. 


While in the midſt of the third 
verſe, Dinah (who was ſeated near 
the window) ſuddenly ſpringing 
from her chair, and overturning 
every thing in her way through her 
haſte to reach the door, exclaimed 
in accents of the molt lively joy, 


Aye, there he is, it is he himſelf, 

I thought ſo all the way he came 
„ up the walk ;—but now I am 
« ſure of it: ſee, he's liftening to 
% the muſic.” There needed no 
more explanation to inform us who 
"Re | ſhe 


_ wy. 5 


0"---——_ 1 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 221 


ſhe meant ; thoſe natural effuſions 
of a grateful heart, at once announ- 
ced our benefaCtor. 


It would have been in yain to 


have checked her eagerneſs to wel- 


come him, We had only time to 
retire into the adjoining room, be- 
fore anticipating his 'wiſhes of ad- 
mittance, ſhe had * to him 
the, door. : 

„Well, my good woman,” ſaid 
he, (for we could diſtinctly hear 
what paſſed) ** how is the poor gen- 
tleman your maſter? I was walk- 
ing this way, and the with of 
* hearing he was better, induced me 
to look in as I went by. Since I 
„ faw you laſt, I have been think- 
* ing he might perhaps ſtand in 
66 need of ſome medical aſſiſtance, 


L 3 | and 
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«© and if he does I have a friend in 


cc 


cc 


66 


66 


40 


40 
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66 


the phyſical line at Paris, who, at 
my requeſt would be happy to 
attend him. If you think he is 
able to bear company, and will not 
be diſpleaſed at the viſit of a 
ſtranger, inform your young lady 
that I ſhould eſteem it a favour to 


be admitted to the chamber of her 


father ;—but tell her it is an old 
man, who requeſts the happineſs 
of being introduced to ſuffering 


merit; or-probably her delicacy 


may be alarmed. 1 


This conſiderate ſpeech ſo tru- 
ly expreſſive of the goodneſs of 


the heart of him who utter- 


ed it, at once drove every foul 
ſuſpicion from my breaſt. I waited 


not for the delivery of his meſſage, 
but inſtantly throwing open the par- 


lour 
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lour-door preſented myſelf before 
him, and indeed was ſo ſtruck with 
his venerable appearance, and was ſo 
much imprefled with gratitude for 
his humanity, that it was with dif- 
ficulty I could aſſure him my father 
would think himſelf honoured by 
fuch attention. 


Pardon me, my dear young 
ha lady, for thus intruding on your 
„ privacy; the motive will, I hope, 
„% apologize for the act: from this 
„ good woman, who to the zeal of 
% a domeſtic, ſeems to unite the 
“ tenderneſs of a friend, I learnt 
% that you was leſs happy than you 
„ deſerved to be; but that the ill- 
„ neſs of a beloved parent was your 
« greateſt ſource of ſorrow. This 
„ relation was ſufficient to intereſt 


* 


me in your fate; and I could not 


Lis „% make 
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make myſelf eaſy till I had per- 
ſonally offered him thoſe ſervices 
which his unhappy ſituation may 
probably require; he is not worſe, 
I hope, than when your ſervant 
gave me this account?“ 


—“ Our gratitude cannot equal 
this condeſcending goodneſs fir, 


— No, thank Heaven, he is much 


better, and will, I hope, continue 
ſo. The injuſtice of a cruel world 
has contributed much more to 
weaken his conſtitution than any 


particular diſorder—(for I find, 


you know our ſtory); but the 
pity of one ſympathizing ſoul has 
in a great meaſure, obliterated 
from his thought the inhumanity 
of a multitude; and from the day 
in which he was informed of your 
generous attention to the tale of 

our 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 225 


* our unhappineſs, he has hourly 


„ recoverd both his health and ſpi- 


« rits.” In ſaying this, I conducted 
him to my father, who, impatient 
to welcome the friend he believed 
ſent by Heaven to our relief, had 
riſen from his ſeat to receive him, 


and was making a feeble effort to 


advance towards the door; but want 
of ſtrength added to his ſtrong emo- 
tions .of gratitude, prevented him 
from moving farther than the ad- 
Joining chair; and thoſe of pitying 
ſenſibility, operating as powerfully 
on the heart of our noble viſitor, it 
was ſome minutes before either of 
them could give utterance to their 


feelings. 


What a Iuxuriant portrait would 
this ſcene have afforded to thoſe 
children of Humanity, who, poſſeſ- 

L. 5 ſing 
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ſing the milk of human kindneſs, 
are more attracted by an exhibition 
of kindred ſentiments, than the fineſt 
efforts of art, on a ſubject in 
which their paſſions are unintereſt- 


cd. . 


Never will it be banithed from my 
remembrance, Picture to yourſelf, 
my dear Gertrude, on one fide af- 
flicted virtue bending under the 
weight of its oppreſſions, yet illu- 
mined by a ray of hope, inarticulate- 
ly aiming to expreſs its gratitude to 


the benevolent Source. On the other, 
dove · eyed Pity labouring to give ut- 


terance to the ſympathetic effuſions 


of a heart anxious to redreſs them 
and exulting only in its ſuperiority 


from the power of conferring happi- 
neſs. Whatever was wantingin words 


was here made up in expreſſion ;— 


Gra- 


* 
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Gratitude and benevolence were ne- 
ver more ſtrongly portrayed, than 
in the continuance of each. | 


A friendly preſſure of the hand 
was, for ſome time, the only ſalu- 
tation on either fide. My father 
funk upon the chair on which he 
had leant ; the ſtranger ſeated him- 
ſelf on the adjoining one, and both 
pointing to another, filently prefled 
me to fit down by them, 


At length the former reſuming his 
ſpeech.— How kind, how ſuſcep- 
4e tible of others woes muſt be the 
heart which urges its poſſeſſor to 
+ ſeek what moſt men fly from. 


ce Diſtreſs ſeeks them—but ow. men ſeck 
6 difirels. 


6, myY me, fir, if deficient of 
; LG „ terms 
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terms to expreſs how much I feel 


this favour.” 


— “ Call it not fo, I beſeech you 
my dear fir ;—it is F who am fa- 


voured by Heaven in being per- 
mitted the ſatisfaction of allevi- 
ating thoſe ills which no regrets 
will now redreſs, The goods of this 


,world are valuable but in propor- 


tion to the power they afford us 


of being ſerviceable to others. 


The only pleaſure ſuperior to that 
of aſſiſting a man of merit, is to 
know he does not need our fer- 
vices, but doubtleſs for fome wiſe 
purpoſe, our lives were defigned 


by nature to be chequered, ſince 


66 


even 


* The beſt of men have their intervals of grief : 


= 


though I have not the "Tc 
. £66 to 
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&« to be perſonally known to you, I 
% truſt you will give me credit for 
«© my good intentions. Accident 
« diſcovered to me the recent in- 
« juries you have ſuſtained by a 
0 fraudulent deprivation of your 
fortune, and your unhappy fitu- 
« ation in conſequence of that loſs. 
„It was enough that you was un- 
„ fortunate, to engage my pity and 
& aſſiſtance; but when afterwards 
« from ſome indirect inquiries, I 
« learnt that you was of a family with 
„ whom I was once united in the 
«« ſtrongeſt bonds of friendſhip ; the 
« defire of transferring it to the 
© only ſurvivor among them, be- 
« came too predominant for me to 
& remain eaſy, till I had procured 
myſelf the ſatisfaction of a perſo- 
nal introduction. You was young 


2 when your elder brother firſt 
* entered 
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«© entered into the ſervice of his 
„ country, and perhaps have forgot 
„ the friend who fhared with him 
& his honours in his firſt campaign. 
«© In the fecond he bravely fell; 
+ and not being recalled to England 
till ſome years after the death of 
your parents, my acquaintance with 
every part of the family from that 
„ time ceaſed: once, indeed, after 
came to the poſſeſſion of a title and 
« eſtate I had during my martial 
« engagements but little expect- 
ation would ever devolve to me, 
(as I was the youngeſt of a nu- 
« merous progeny), I heard by 
accident that the only remaining 
brother of my deceaſed compa- 
« nion was then ſtationed at Bruf- 
« ſels, and an honour to his profeſ- 
„ ſion. But as I had quitted the 
6 paths of fame for thoſe of domeſ- 

Be 
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&« tic quiet, and the peaceable en- 
% joyment of a plentiful fortune, I 
„ had little thoughts of ever be- 
% coming more intimately acquaint- 
«© ed with his worth than by the 
„ herald of report. 


— A ſeries of years has chang- 
ed the face of every thing: a 
* good conſtitution united to a tem- 
e perate. enjoyment of the goods of 
this world, has preſerved me the 
bleſſings of longevity, (if to out- 
« hve our moſt valuable friends can 
«© be called one): but I ſee around 
me none that ſerve to remind me of 
e the pleaſures of my juvenile days; 
« and I came here more for the ſake 
« of retracing thoſe ſteps I once 
« trod with the ſanguine pleaſures 
e of youth, than in compliance to 
the advice of my phyſicians, who 

„ recom» 


La 


6 


* 
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recommended the climate as more 


* ſalutary to thoſe bodily infirmities 
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which I find creeping gradual- 
ly upon me, (a proof that the 
moſt robuſt muſt in time yield 
their powers) ; judge then if it 
muſt not give me the ſincereſt ſa- 
tis faction to meet (where ] leaſt 
expected ſuch an happineſs) the 
ſurvivor of a family in which I 
paſſed ſome of the happieſt days 
of childhood. The pleaſure J ſhall 


find in your. ſociety, will more 


than compenſate for any ſervices. 
I can render you. I propoſed a 
ſpeedy return to England, having 
been ſome months abſent ; but 1 
ſhall now be in no hurry to quit a 
place in which I have received an 
increaſe df felicity.” 


It 


”Y Puts % # 
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It is eaſy to imagine, my dear 
Gertrude, that this polite introduc- 
tion, which preceded the generous 
friendſhip of this reſpectable old 
man added a double grace to the of- 
fer, ſince it was meant to remove 
the weight of the obligation ; but 
it was not difficult for me to diſ- 
cover, that he a&ed more from the 
natural benevolence of a diſpoſition 
prone to ſympathize with the un- 
fortunate, than from any former con- 
nexions with our family; though a 


delicacy of mind, unknown to many 


who practiſe the virtues of huma- 


nity, prompted him to adopt it as a 


motive. 


In the character of a brother's 
friend, many little ſervices could be 
offered, which from a ſtranger might 


wound the heart they were meant to 
re- 
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relieve ; could any thing then have 
been better planned to procure them 
a ready acceptance? I make no 
doubt but the whole tablets of me- 
mory had been turned by this ami- 
able philanthropiſt to procure teſti- 
monials of our being entitled to his 
kindneſs, more than from the uſual 
claims of the unfortunate upon the 
humane : for above five and forty 
years had elapſed ſince the intimacy 
alluded to, and though probably ſuch 
a a perſon might have been the com- 
panion of the elder Villeroy's firft 
campaign, it was a circumſtance 
paſt the recollection of my father. 


It, however, anſwered the in- 
tended purpoſe ; the uſual reſtraint 
which accompanies a viſit of bene- 
volence gradually wore off; we ſoon 
converſed with the eaſe of long- 

| known 
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known friends, and every particu- 

þ lar of our unhappy ſituation was 

| communicated without reſerve. De- 
void of any of that embarraſſment 
which the preſence of a being of ſu- 
perior rank generally inſpires, I ſoon 
felt myſelf as compoſed as if we had 
been all inhabitants of the ſame hum- 
ble roof ; and while he condeſcend- 
ingly partook with us our afternoon's 
repaſt, contemplated 'his venerable 
features with the ſame ſerene ſatis- 
faction I ever do my father's, when 
unclouded with the gloom of ſor- 
row. ö 


** 
9220 
— 


When the evening approached 
our noble viſitor departed, but not 
without requeſting the happineſs of 
being a frequent gueſt : and as I at- 
tended him to the door, whiſpered . 


me, that he ſhould on the morrow, 
take 
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take the liberty of ſending his phyſi- 
cian, whoſe preſcriptions he doubted - 

not would be efficacious in the re- 
covery of his friend; and ſlipping 
into my hand a preſent more conſi- 
derable than the former which he 
had ſent us by Dinah, begged I 
would without any regard to the 
expence, procure him whatever was 


neceſſary in ſuch a languid ſtate. 


This injunction would have been 
punctually complied with (as it was 
impoſſible to have laid upon me any 
one fo conducive to my felicity), 
but his own generous precautions 
rendered it unneceſſary; for the 
next morning came two ſervants 
laden with wine, chocolate cakes, jel- 
lies, and in ſhort every ſpecies of 
nouriſhment adapted to the weak ap- 
petite of an invalid; and a few hours 


after- 


* 
* 5 
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afterwards appeared alſo the gentle- 
man he had mentioned, who hav- 
ing made the uſual enquiries, pro- 
nounced his patient devoid of all 
dangerous ſymptoms ; and recom- 
mending a proper regimen, and now 
and then a chearful glaſs to recruit 
his ſpirits, with the addition of ſome. 
reſtorative medicines, left me much 
happier than I had been for ſome - 
months paſt, in the pleaſing expec- 
tation of ſeeing the moſt affectionate 
of parents very ſoon reſtored to life's 
firſt bleſſing. | | 


A day did not t elapſe without our 
receiving ſome freſh proof of at- 
tention from this moſt liberal of 
friends; and frequently would he 
paſs whole hours in our ſociety, de- 
claring that he experienced more 
calm ſerenity under our humble roof, + 

than 
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than he had ever done' in the moſt 
ſplendid manſion, Nothing was 
neglected that could contribute to 
the recovery of my father; and, as 
to myſelf, every thing that could 
tend to enliven my ſtate of ſolitude 
was procured for my amuſement ; 
every new publication was regularly 
tranſmitted me as ſoon as it appear- 
ed; and finding me a proficient in 
the muſical line, a continual ſucceſ- 
fion of the moſteſteemed compoſitions 
accompanied thoſe literary preſents. 
Our little cottage began to wear an 
air of elegance; not a corner of it 
but what dif] played ſome token of our 
benefactor's liberality ; and what 
heightened the value of his favours 
was, that the manner in which 
they were conferred, would haveleft 
an indifferent ſpectator at a loſs to 

| | diſ- 
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diſtinguiſh the perſon moſt oblig- 
n "SA 


If ever I was vain of my little a- 
bilities, it was in finding them con- 
ducive to the amuſement, and wor- 
thy the eulogiums of this beneficent 
man, who to the dignity of grey 
hairs, adds all the entertaining qua- 
lities of the moſt ſprightly youth; 
inſtead of inſpiring me with the uſu- 
al laſſitude attendant on the ſociety 
of old age, never abſents himſelf a 
day from our retreat; but the loſs 


of his converſation produces a dimi- 


nution of our felicity, and is not 
more ſenſibly felt by my father than 
myſelf, 


At the time I received my Ger- 
trude's long anticipated letter, her 
inexplicable filence was the only re- 

| | flection 
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flection which annoyed my felicity. 
My beloved parent reſtored to health, 
free from the apprehenſions of ap- 
proaching want by the moſt gene- 
rous benefactions of our noble friend; 
what but that could throw a cloud 
upon my ſpirits, or empoiſon the 
ſweets I then began to taſte, after a 
deprivation which gave double poig- 
nancy to every enjoyment. 


Your affectionate epiſtle was the 
moſt delightful addition to my fe- 

licity; for who, my dear, could be 
more bleſt than her, who from the me- 
lancholy proſpe& of foon becoming 
a wretched orphan, devoid of friends, 
devoid of any aſylum to hide herun- 
happy head, finds herſelf at once in 
the poſſeſſion of a double portion of 
parental affection, and beloved by the 
perſon whoſe friendſhip is more in- 
eſtimable 


* — Ls „ = 
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eſtimable to her heart than it 1s poſ- 
ſible to expreſs ? 


The only regret I experienced 
was, that the diſtance which - our 
deſtinies had placed between us, would 
probably never more permit me to 
enjo y with you the dear delights of 
ſocial intercourſe ; and that we muſt 
alſo one day loſe the ſociety of our 
venerable friend, whoſe departure, 
though retarded by his increaſing at- 


tachment to ours, was ſtill an event 


that muſt ſpeedily take place ; as it 
was impoſſible to indulge the idea 
that he would ſacrifice to adventi- 
tious friendſhip the ſatis faction of 
paſſing his declining days 'in the 
country which gave him birth. 


Though he had acknowledged 
bimſelf in poſſeſſion of a title, to 
; VOL. I. M ayoid 
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avoid the ceremony and parade ever 


attendant on the pompous. ſound, he 
had been known at Paris by no 
other appellation than that of Mon- 
fieur D—; and though his liberality 
to every one around him, ſpoke his* 
fortune to be as unlimited as his ge- 
neroſity, he ſeemed to experience a 
peculiar ſatis faction in a temporary 


_ exemption from thoſe empty honours 


ae 10 my covet. 


xls domeſticks ——_ grey in \ his 
e were the beſt. teftimomes of 
hig amiable diſpoſition; for though 
age had rendered them almaſt uſe- 
leſs, he never diſcovered the leaſt 
triſl ing diſcontent at their want of 
ability to perform their neceſſary 
functions; but on any little omiſſion 
or apparent ſigns of negligence, he 
would exclaim with the benignity of 


— SP Wil? 
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an a (though perhaps they had 


delayed the execution of his orders far 
beyond the protrafted time), I 
*© with they were come—but, alas! 
poor fellows, though the mind is 
„ willing, the fleſh is weak ;—can 
J expect them to fly, who cannot 
„ run myſelf ?” 


Whenever he paſſed a day with 
us' he generally came unattended, 
and ordered one of his ſervants to 
fetch him in the evening; as he 
ever gave the preference to walking 
when the weather would admit of it: 
but as the ſtrength of my father 


returned, believing that the exer- 
ceiſe of a carriage would be beneficial 


to his health, he began to alter his 
plan, and once or twice à week paid 


us a bach in bis coach, purpoſely to 


M2 have 


' a — 
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have the pleaſure of indulging him in 
what he judged fo effieacious. 


In ſome of theſe airings I accom- 
panied them ; and to that alone, my 
Gertrude, may I attribute the mis- 
fortune alluded to in the GY 
of my letter. | 


We had been about fix weeks bleſt 
with the friendſhip of this worthy 
man (whom indeed I began to eſteem 
with an affection almoſt filial, and 
his for your Clara, I will venture to 


affirm, was as truly paternal) ; 


when in one of our drives round the 
environs of Paris, our carriage paſ- 
{ed another, in which was the wretch 
who had inſulted me with his odious 
love. I felt myſelf in ſuch emotions 
at the ſight of him, (as much I be- 
lieve, from the recollection of his 

k hu- ; 
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humiliating propoſals, as appre- 
henſions of future danger) that all 
the afternoon I could not reſume my 
ſpirits 3 nor could the united endear-. 
ments of my father and Monſieur 
D—\ſooth me to compoſure, though 
both aſſured me they did not be- 
lieve I had attracted his attention, as 
we drove too rapidly for me to be ob- 
ſerved, unleſs J had ſat on the fide 
next my enemy; and ſhould he hap- 
pen to have noticed me, I had 
nothing to dread while under their 


eme = 


1 


It wasin vain 1 3 to be 
chearful, notwithſtanding theſe aſ- 
ſurances; a ſtrange preſentiment that 
this rencontre would be productive 
of ſome diſagreeable event, from 
that inſtant took poſſeſſion of my 
Gangs, nor was it poſſible for me 
M 3 to 
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to direct them to any other ſubject: 
yet ſo capricious was my fate, that 
though forewarned, I was' not” ſuf- 
ficiently forearmed to ward the im- 
pending blow; nor could any thing 
but a miracle wrought in my favour, 
n faved. me n ase. 


Sotbe fore evenings ago; after our 
odio friend had taken leave of us, 
at his uſual hour, perceiving that my 
father was engaged in the! peruſat of 
am entertaining. production, 1 left 
him in the enjoyment of Rs boek! 
and ſtole up to my chamber to con- 
ver ſe watch ny dealeſt Gertrude, ahx- 
ious to finiſh a packet from Whieh! 
was conſcious ſhe would derive the 

_ pureſt ſatis faction ; for; by the ten- 
der ſympathy you diſcovered in our 
nin was not nn my 
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dear, to: ſuggeſt how ſincerely yow 


would rejoice in our happineſs. 


I had juſt taken up my pen, and 
was beginning to addreſs you, when 
Pinah came/hurrying into the room, 
and almoft breathlefs, told me there 
was a poor woman lay on the other 
ſide of the yew hedge, at the bottom 
of the garden, who ſeemed to be dy- 
ing for want of nouriſhment. 


It would grieve your heart, 


% mila, to hear bew rie the 


5 ma” 


m was . to add mbre to 
one not totally devoid of humanity; 
and laying aſide my writing, I haſti- 
ly threw a ſhawl over my ſhoutders, 
and | running with her to the ſpot, 

91 M 4 did 
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did not even ſpeak to my father as I 
paſſed. 


The caſe appeared juſt as ſhe had 
deſcribed it: a poor creature ſeem- 
ingly half famiſhed lay upon the 
ground; and through exceſs of 
weakneſs was hardly able to give an 

anſwer to the queſtions which I put 
to her; but the few words ſhe could 
articulate was to expreſs a defire of 
A to drink. | 


«6 Run, dear. Dina, 3 to 
+ the. houſe,” cried I, and get a 
«© tumbler of wine and water ; 
«© that will do the poor woman more 
„ good than any thing I can think 
of, and 1 will ſtay by her till * 
„% come back.“ | 


| The 
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The garden, you muſt obſerve, 
my dear, is a long flip of ground 
that runs ſome diſtance from our 
cottage; and out of the hedge allud- 
ed to, is cut a little avenue to the 
adjoining field. 

I was on the outſide of the gate, 
which Dinah, in her haſte to pro- 
cure the propoſed; refreſhment had 
| flung after her with ſuch force, that 
the lock having ſhot from the bolt, 
faſtened” of itſelf; and as ſhe had 
the key in her pocket, I was ſhut 
out, of the garden till the returned 
to let me in. 


Without ſuſpeRing the miſchief. 
in agitation, I ſtood very compoſed- 
ly by the hedge, gazing with an eye 
of pity on the miſerable object be- 
fore me, when in an inſtant, ſpring- 
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jag from ber abject. Poſture, the 
treacherous wretch, throwing ſorne- 


thing over my head which ſtifled 


my ſhricks, caught me in her arms, 


and being joined by an accomplice, 
they hurried me acroſs the field; my 
fright depriving me of the power to 
make refiftance, and thruſting me 
into a- chaiſe, jumped into it them- 
ſelves and drove off as faſt as they 


My head was ſtill incloſed in the 


wrapper they had thrown over me; 
but when they ſuppoſed J was out 


of the hearing of thoſe who- would 
attempt my reſcue, they * reſtored 
me to the light, and defirmg me to 


_ compoſe myſelf, —— me I was 


in N 
Such 


W an 
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Such a prophanation of the term 
deprived me of all patience; but 
conſcious that invectives would a- 
vail me nothing, I only calmly aſked 
the wretches where they were car- 
rying me, and by whoſe commands 
they acted. 


« In anſwer to your firſt queſtion, 
&© madam,” faid one of the monſters, 
« we are conveying you from the 
« arms of debility and old age, to 
« thaſe of youth and vigour ; a 
change you will have no cauſe to 
« regret : but as to the ſecond, we 
* are not at 2 permitted to 
60 anſwer you.” | 


He had hardly 13 this 
vile ſentence before the horſes were 
fuddenly arreſtediim their courſe, and 
_ unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, I 

M 6 | be- 
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beheld Monſieur D at the hide of 
the chaiſe. 


Ah! thought I, then I am un- 
done; this imaginary angel is at 
laſt a fiend in human form, and 
dropping on my knees, I implored 
Heaven to protect my innocence ; 
'yet did not this ſurmiſe the leaſt 
correfpond with what the villain 
had juſt advanced :—but fright de- 
prives one of the power to make 
reaſonable reflections. | 


' What reproeches did I now make 
my heart for even this momentary 
ſuſpenſion of my good opinion, when 
I heard that reſpectable friend bid the 
drivers at their peril proceed any 
Farther ; and aided by two of his ſer- 
dene beheld him attempting my 

ee deliverance 
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deliverance at the hazard of his 
life. 


All efforts would, I am perſuaded, 
have been ineffectual, (for what 
chance had they with men of ſuch 
ſuperior ſtrength) if recollecting 
that gold diſarms as well as arms; 
he had now promyſed them a re- 
ward more than equal to what they 
were to receive from their employ- 
er; and to ſtrengthen his promiſes 
immediately gave them his gold 
watch and what money and other 
valuables he had then about him. 


This at once effected his purpoſe ; 
they quietly ſuffered me to be lifted 
out of the chaiſe, mutually agreeing 
to ſay, that I had been reſcueg 'by 
ſuperior force ; and owning it was 
in the ſervice of the vile Van Budel 
: they 
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they were engaged, ſubmiſlively 
begged my pardon for the part they 
had taken in his crime. 


Giving them his word, that he 
would remit them the promiſed ſum 
(through a channel they themſelves 
| propoſed) my kind deliverer led me 
to his coach; and being in ſome de- 
gree recovered from the agitation 
into which my fears had thrown 
me, as ſoon as he was ſeated I en- 
uired by what fortunate means J 
had met with ſuch unexpected ſuc- 
cour, when it was almoſt impoſſible 
he ſhould have known of my mis- 
fortune; and eagerly added, * how 
& diſtrefſed muſt be my poor father 
% when Dinah informed him of this 

— . | 
That 


a. 
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— That God, my dear Clara. 
«© who protects the good, has in this 
tu inſtance peculiarly favoured both; 
for I hope he does not even ſuf- 
e pect the danger you have been in. 
* Thad got almoſt half way to Pa- 
«' ris, little expecting the ſcene of 
„ knight errantry that was to fol- 
„ low, when recollecting ſome pa- 
4 pers I had left on your harpſi- 
chord which I might want before 
« my next viſit, I bid the men turn 
« about, and juſt as I reached the 
& fide of the field which leads to- 
«© wards the houfe, I perceived Di- 
© nah running with the moſt incre- 
4e dible ſwiftneſs down the contrary 
« road. Aſtoniſhed at this pheno- 
% menon, for, like myſelf, her fly- 
e ing days are over, I forboded all 
« was not as it ſhould be; and in- 
* * Kead of going to the houſe, drove 
after 


* 
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after her down the lane, and over- 


took the poor creature juſt as ſhe 


was obliged to relax her pace, 
from want of ſtrength.“ 
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Oh Ifir, Oh I my poor young 
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lady.— They have this minute 


taken her away; how ſhall I ever 


look my poor maſter in the face 
again; for it was. I brought on 
him this misfortune.” 


46] ſtaid not to enquire the ſource 
of theſe ſelf-reproaches ; but ga- 
thering from her that Mr. Ville- 
roy as yet knew nothing of the 
affair, and that it was not above 
a minute fince the chaiſe had 
diſappeared from her eyes, in 


which they had carried away her 
dear miſtreſs, I deſired her to ſtay 


where ſhe was, and we ſhould per- 
1 haps 
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* haps be able to bring you back, be- 
fore you was either of you miſſed 
from the houſe. We then purſued 
you with a rapidity that ſoon over- 
took your raviſhers the reſt, 
« my dear, you know; and now 
„let me hear by what means you 
« fell into their hands.“ 


I then recounted the ſtratagem by 
which I had been deluded out of the 
garden, and every other particular, 
only ſuppreſſing the anſwer which 
had been made to my enquiries, 
where they were conveying me; 
and both of us ejaculated our thanks 
for this providential deliverance. 


b 0 had not been carried much 
above half a mile before overtaken 
by Monſieur D—, we ſoon reached 


* ſpot where Dinah had been left; 
and 
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and her joy at feeing me returned, is 
inconceivable ; it was with difficulty 
we could moderate her tranſports, 
ſo as to get an intelligible reply to 
any queſtions we. aſked her. Find- 
ing, however, that ſhe had not been 
m doors, we judged it beſt for me to 
leave the coach, and- walk back 
through the garden, as we came, 
teaſt the fright of ſeeing me ſo 
brought home ſhould have ſome dif 
agreeable effect upon my father, 
whoſe health was not fo perfectly 
re- eſtabliſhned as not to be in danger 
of ſuſtaining an injury from a too 
fudden GT of mind. 


. 1 


We band him lt e 
0 ngaged with his boek; nor had 
the ho leaf fufpicion but I had been alt 
the time above. ' ma few minutes 
the A i of our friend: was: heard 

wt 4.468 : at 
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at the gate; my father went out ta 
meet him, wondering what could 
have induced a ſecond viſit ſo late in 
the evening, and not much more 
than an hour: fince he had left us 
but the paper being mentioned as a 
reaſon, all was well; and it was not 
till che next day he was informed 
of the danger I had been in; for to 
eonceal the effect it had taken upon 
my ſpirits, I complained of a little 
indiſpoſition, and retired early to 
my chamber; but during my ſhort 
intervals of ſteep, lived over tha 
terrifying ſcene again, and awoke 29 
nairefreſhed as if I had never: been 
in bed, I found that when Dinab 
brought the wine and water, not ſee- 
ing either myſelf or the object of 
our charity, the had looked around 
the ' field, and beheld me dragged 
along betweer the vile- — 
9 „ his 
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his accomplice, which terrified her 
to that exceſs, that fortunately giv- 

ing way to her wiſhes of recovering 
me, rather than her prudence, ſhe im- 
mediately ran after them; by which 
means ſhe luckily ſaved my father 
from diſtreſs of mind, and encoun- 
tered our noble friend, whoſe at- 
tempts to overtake me, might, a very 
little later, hap * to have n 

fruitleſs. | 


Nothing could exceed the aſtoniſh-. 
ment of my father when informed 
of this event; he looked firſt at me, 
then at Monſieur D, as if incredu - 
lous; but when convinced it was no 
illuſion, expreſſed great uneaſineſs 
for my future ſafety, declaring that 
he thought our preſent retreat no 
longer a place of ſecurity, and it 

would be better to remove. | 
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We have as yet determined on 
no other; but ſuch a deſign is in 
agitation, and our benefactor is look- 
ing out for one where there is leſs 
danger of my being again expoſed 
to the inſults of wanton paſſion; as 
a guard, two of his ſervants will in 
the mean time ſleep at our cottage. 


Hou is it poſſible Van Budel ſhould 
have diſcovered our abode I cannot 
imagine, fince no one viſits us but 
Monficur D—, and hz is ſo little 
known at Paris, that 1 ſhould ſup- 
poſe his frequent excurſions to our 
cottage could have attracted no ob- 
ſervation. net 


Yet whatcould the wretches mean, 
when they ſaid I was going from the 
arms of debility to youth? Did 
they mean from parental affection; 

| or 
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or did their- vile hearts ſuggeſt any 
thing unfavourable to the honour of 
your perſecuted Clara? 


_ .. Surely they did not dare to ſup» 
poſe our connexion with this good old 
man of an unworthy nature? Vet 
what elſe could they think from ſuch 
a ſtrange inference! I am quite be- 
wWildered'with my reflections, and loſt 
in a continual whirl of thought, can 
no longer enjoy the bleſſings we poſ- 
ſeſs, or look forward with pleaſure to 
the future. | I long to make my fa- 
thor participate my diſtreſſing i- 
deas, yet cannot have the courage 
to communicate them. Write to me, 
my Gertrude, by your tender conſo- 
lations ſooth my perturbated mind, 
and tell me all you think. L cannat 
explain to you the nature of my fears 

fo readily, as your delicacy wilt teach 

205 6 | „ 
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you to ſuggeſt them ; to prove that 
of which one is conſcious, is it neceſ- 
ſary to ſpurn a bleſſing evidently ſent 
by Heaven to brighten the laſt days 
of a tender parent ? Surely not ; but 
a ſelf-approving heart is no teſtimo- 
nial of innocence in the eyes of a ma- 
lignant world, however fſatisfaftory 
in thoſe of God : gladly would I ap- 
pear unſpotted in the ſight of both. — 
But that vile inference ! it quite de- 
preſſes me. Adieu, my dear, I believe 
it unneceſſary to apologize for the 
the length of my letters: convinced 
that you are intereſted in learning 
the minuteſt incident which is con- 
nected with the fate of 


Your affectionate 


CLARA, 


End. of Vol. 1. 
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